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The Place of Refuge 
By Mrs. Isaac J. Frazee 


H, where can I go when sore 


distressed? 
“Near to the heart of God.” 
Gh, where can my. weary soul find rest? 
“Near to the heart of God.” 


Where can I lay life’s burdens down? 
“Near to the heart of God.” 4 
And where can love and peace be found? 

“Near to the heart of God.” 


Oh, heart of' God, receive me now, 
And hold me close each day, 

And may Thy peace abide with me 
Forever, Lord, I pray. 


See note on next page. 
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The Responsibility of the Home 


Once more the need for Christian 
home training has been sharply empha- 
sized. There is no need to review here 
the crime that prompted an article writ- 
ten especially for the Philadelphia 
Inquirer by J. Edgar Hoover; but it is 
well to heed some of his. warnings. “The 
present crisis in juvenile, crime,” he 
wrote, “may be traced directly to par- 
ents who threw over their responsibil- 
ities during the war years in favor of 
their own selfish interests. . . . Our 
current crime problem is twofold. First, 
there is that vast army of teen-agers 
who during the first nine months of this 
year accounted for more than seven- 
& 


teen per cent of all major offenses. This 
group must be rehabilitated. Second, 
in the homes of the Nation there is a 
group of teen-agers who must be taught 
the fundamentals of good citizenship. 
Parents must bear the brunt of this re- 
sponsibility. ... In case after case many 
social planners and theorists undo the 
good work of law enforcement by molly- 
coddling delinquents instead of rehabil- 
itating them by teaching lessons of 
self-discipline. . . . We must return to 
first principles — to the home where the 
children are taught time-honored cus- 
toms; where decency, honesty, and re- 
spect for law and order must be in- 
stilled.” Nothing can be done by parents 
whose children are already grown, but 
for fathers and mothers of younger chil- 
dren it is not too late. Daily family 
worship, with Bible reading and prayer, 


should be the foundation of a Christian 
home. It will stabilize the family, teach 
them the things of God, and go a long 
way toward solving discipline problems. 
Obedience to parents should be insisted 
upon, though this should be done rea- 
sonably and in love. Children should 
be led to know Christ as their personal 
Saviour, and when His new life is im- 
planted within them they will be 
guarded against the multitudinous temp- 
tations that surround them today. Sun- 
day school and church attendance should 
be the regular thing on Sundays, with 
fellowship and’ friendship ‘with other 
Christians. Even these measures will 
not solve the “juvenile delinquency” 
problem of the whole country, but these 
are the old-fashioned, God-given means 


‘by which children can be trained to love 


and serve Him, 


Our Daily Trials 


ll. Poverty 


“In all their affliction he was afflicted” 
(Isa. 63:9). 


ANY are the pinches that we feel 
M from poverty, which are’ none the 

less keen and real even though 
we force ourselves to bear them in 
silence. Our pride is often equal to our 
poverty, and the one compels us to keep 
the other hid, until the confession of 
the truth is forced from us. Strange it 
is that this should be so. We take no 
pains to conceal our infirmities. We are 
ready enough to pour into our neighbor’s 
ear the detail of our grievances, of in- 
juries received, of sickness, bereavement, 
or disappointment. But our poverty we 
seldom, if ever, confess. If known to 


others, we are unwilling to allude to it. 


Rather will we too often strive, by every 
effort in our power, to hide it, as if it 
were a thing to be ashamed of. We will 
assume the style of dress and the airs 





——— 





Comfort for Dark Days 





“Be strong and of a good cour- 
age ... the Lord, he it is that doth 
go before thee” (Deut. 31:7, 8). 




















of the rich, and a sort of satisfaction 
creeps over us if we are successful in 
our deceit, if the lie that we have acted 
is taken as the simple truth. 


And yet, amid all this shamming and 
unreality, there may be, and we believe 
there is, often a large amount of. real 
and actual suffering among us from pov- 
erty. The house and shelter may, by 
God’s mercy, be provided for us. The 
head of a family may, by dint of hard 
labor, be able to procure the absolute 
neeessaries of life; “having food and rai- 
ment, let us be therewith content” (1 
Tim. 6:8). But the heart will sometimes 
crave ‘for others the blessings which it 
has long since resigned for itself. When 
by the bedside of some suffering dear 
one, how can we help longing for a 
luxury that we know would relieve or 
soothe, but which we are quite unable 
to procure?) The skillful doctor, the 
costly remedy, the needful change of 
air, are eagerly desired, but are beyond 
our means to procure. Sometimes even 
less than these would satisfy our long- 
ings — the time and power to watch and 
tend our sufferer. A little money would 
suffice to provide these simple, and as it 
seems to us natural benefits, but that 
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little may be wanting in our extremity. 

Other trials there are which come to 
us’ through our poverty. We may have 
tastes and aspirations born with us, and 
growing with our growth, but which we 
are utterly unable to gratify. Who can 
describe the passionate longing of the 
city-pent for the fresh air and beauty 
of the country? Some minds crave for 
knowledge, as ardently as a captive for 
freedom, and have to subdue their crav- 
ing under the harsh demands of ungenial 
tasks. There are hearts—not a few — 
that have sunk down into sullen discon- 
tent through long waiting, and the sick- 
. ness of hope deferred, whose highest am- 
bition was the humble home, which oft- 
repeated disappointment has kept from 
them. There is, too, the hidden grief 
and dissatisfaction of the refined and 
generous spirit, which chafing against 
the straitened circumstances that re- 
strain and subdue it, feels its own higher 
and better nature degraded to a sordid 
level, in doing only what it can, and 
not what it would. 


These are but a few of the trials of pov- 
erty which every day and hour may come 
before us, and which only fail to awaken 
sympathy by being so jealously hidden 
from the gaze of the hurrying, busy 
multitude amid whom we live. 


And how shall we view these trials? 
What salve can we apply to these pain- 
ful, though ofttimes secret sores? Was 
there anything in the life of Him whose 
servants and humble followers we are, 
to reconcile us to this. portion of our 
lot on earth? Let us look at Him with 
close, familiar, yet lowly reverence, and 
we shall see how throughout His life 
He assumed the state of poverty, and 
both blessed.and dignified it. Briefly 
indeed, and without comment, do the 
sacred writers allude to this fact. ‘His 
other sufferings are given in sad and 
harrowing detail. His humble birth and 
lifelong poverty are only mentioned in 
connection with other points in the his- 
tory of His life. “There was no .room 
for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7). Think 
you that room would not have been 
found had the guest been some wealthy 
ruler, instead of the wife of a carpenter? 
Why, when the young mother came up 
to the Temple with her first-born, “of 
the house and lineage of David” (Luke 
2:4), did she present the offering per- 
mitted to. those who were too poor to 
afford better? Again: “The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests, 
but. the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head” (Matt..8:20); and yet there 
were pleasant homes and soft beds in 
that great city of Jerusalem, for those 
- who could afford such luxuries. Why 
needed He to work a miracle when He 
would pay the tribute money? Why seek 
to stay His hunger by the fruit of the 
wild fig tree? When the soldiers came 
to divide His earthly possessions among 
them, there is mention of His garments 
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and His vesture only. Let. His poor 
needy followers remember that their 
eondition has honor in this one point at 
least, that they are like Him, their Lord, 
in whose steps they follow, whose serv- 
ants they are. Only let our burden of 
poverty be borne as was His; with Him 
let us bow the head, and say, “The cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not drink it?” (John 18;11.) 


But -yet other ‘sourcés of. comfort 
stream to us from the sacred point of 
blessing. It is as if God had stored up 
in His Word a heaped treasury of com- 
fort, to pour into the lap of His’ poor 
afflicted ones. “Shali he not . . ; clothe 
you?” (Matt. 6:30.) “Your Father know- 
eth what things ye have need of” (Matt. 
6:8). “Anointed ... to preach the gos- 
pel to the poor” (Luke 4:18). “The? 


-that sow in tears shall reap in joy” (P$a. 


126:5). “He raiseth up the poor out of 
the dust” (1 Sam, 2:8). “He hath dis- 
persed abroad, he hath given to the 
poor” (2 Cor. 9:9). “He shall stand at 
the right hand of the poor” (Psa. 109: 
31). “He setteth the poor on high from 
affliction” (Psa. 107:41). And as if this 
were not enough—not satisfied with 
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these rich stores of blessings, He even 
goes farther still, and promises to bless 
those who care for His poor: “Blessed 
is he that considereth the poor” (Psa. 
41:1); “He that hath pity upon the poor 
lendeth unto the Lord; and that which 
he hath given will he pay him again” 
(Prov. 19:17). And to, crown all, He 
our King and Master, who became poor 
for our sakes, still deigns to identify 
Himself with us in His suffering mem- 
bers, and, willing to win for us an un- 
failing supply of benefactors, He pro- 
claims to those who visit and relieve 
or comfort His poor, even the least and 
meanest among them, “Ye have done it 
unto me” (Matt. 25:40). 
Father, I know that all my life 
Is portioned out for me; 
And the changes that will surely come, 
I do not fear to see; 


But I ask Thee for a quiet mind, 
Intent on pleasing Thee. 


There are briers besetting every path, 
Which call for patjent care; 

There is a cross in every lot, 
And an earnest need for prayer: 

But a lowly heart that leans on Thee, 
Is happy anywhere. 


(To be continued) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Are the Psalms for Us? 


You will find enclosed a quotation 


from the writings of Horatius Bonar,* 


touching on a very important subject, 
and timely, in view of much of the 
rig pte teaching. We cannot seem 
o get away from the position taken by 
Dr. Bonar, which is, we think, that 


. Which has been held by the Church 


down through the years. If we are 
mistaken perhaps you can help us. 
- Possibly the subject might be consid- 
ered in Notes on Open Letters—A 

California reader. 

“To speak of Jewish saints,” wrote Dr. 
Bonar, “as occupying lower ground and 
inheriting a lower kingdom than we do, 
or as liable to an experience of conflict 
from which we have been delivered, is 
to exhibit a one-sidedness of view and 
an ignorance of the Christian warfare 
hardly to be expected in men who have 
studied the whole Word of God. To tear 
away the Psalms from us as obsolete, 
and to deny them to he the proper utter~ 
ance of Christian worship because of the 
sorrow which breathes through so many 
of them, is to deprive us of the means 
of identifying ourselves with Old Testa- 
ment saints, and to shut us out from the 
use of language which. best embodies 
the feelings of one wrestling, not with 
flesh and blood, but witi: principalities 
and powers; and of one who ‘groan (s), 
being burdened’ (2 Cor. 5:4), is in ‘heavi- 
ness through manifold temptations’ (1 
Pet. 1:6), oppressed with ‘infirmities,’ 
pierced with ‘thorn(s) in the flesh,’ and 
buffeted by messengers of Satan @-Cor. 
12:7-10); troubled on every side, fight- 


ings without and fears within (2 Cor. 7: 
5).. Let those who have soared above 
Paul and David, who call conflict bond- 
age, and treat the cries of Old Testa- 
ment saints as something which it would 
be sin,for us to listen to, reject the 
Psalms and their experiences; those who 
know something of the warfare will 
welcome them as suitable and precious 
above measure — the breathings, not of 
the spirit of bondage, but of liberty an 
adoption.” ° 
Dr. Bonar’s comments, with his perti- 
(Continued on page 138) 








Mrs. Fuiice’s. Poli 


Many Trues readers will recall the 
poems by Mrs. Helen Frazee-Bower, 
which have often been published in these 
columns. The poem on the first page 
of this issue is by her mother. When 
Mrs. Frazee-Bower sent it to the Times, 
she expressed the hope that it might be 
a blessing to others as it had been to 
her, and also wrote: 


Dear Editor: 


Ih years past I: have frequently sold 
a poems of my own for ' SuNDAY 

HOOL TIMES. is time I am coming 
to Ph with an offering from my 
mother, who’ is now almost eighty- 
three years old and who has n 
totally blind for the last three years. 
She has been Mag cor in my home this 
summer and her little habit of sitting 
in her darkness, but His light and dic- 
tating some little ofiginal poem to me 
cere day has proyed such a blessing 

me. 


. 

































Lesson for February 23 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 


The Monk Who Lived Again 


How he came to enter the monastery 


’ 


E professor of anatomy at the 
Colegio ‘Sucre in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia, was lecturing. Thinking 
that he would not notice, I was memo- 
rizing a few arguments from a book I 
had hidden underneath my desk. The 
book was entitled “Jesus Christ Never 
Existed,” and was written by the in- 
fidel, Milesbo. Very suddenly Professor 
Rodriguez called my attention. and or- 
dered me to hand the book to him. 
Astonished that I, a member of a 
deeply religious family, would be in pos- 
session of such a book, he immi€diately 
arranged with the principal of the col- 
lege to have a meeting with all the pro- 
fessors to find out’ how I happened to 
have that book. When I was called to 
the meeting for interrogation, I related 
the experience that several of us from 
the college had had with a Father Pozo, 
a well-known priest of my home city. 
As we were going home from class, 
Father Pozo was standing on the corner 
near the college and called us to con- 
verse with him. His conversation and 
gestures were so full of filthiness that 
while several of the boys said, “Tell us 
more of that, Father,” many of us ran 
away with repugnance filling our souls. 


An Atheistic Club Organized 

The spirit of rebellion against priests 
was started then in my mind, and I 
wanted to do something against them. 
Calling some of my close friends, and 
classmates, I began to reason with them 
concerning the priests, and almost all 
of them were so enthusiastic that, when 
I suggested organizing & group to be 
called the atheistic club, they all agreed. 

As our minds were not accustomed 
to reasoning for ourselves in matters 
regarding religion, we had to depend 
on someone else. This accounted for my 
going to the bookstore to inquire for 
a book against God. The man in the 
bookstore was shocked at my request. 
They could not find anything, with the 
one exception, “Jesus Christ Never Ext 
isted,” by Milesbo. 

We purchased the book and from that 
time on set ourselves to memorizing its 
arguments. We would hold small meet- 
ings in a, certain place under the trees 
to discuss atheism. On one side of our 
meeting place was the American In- 
stitute (a Methodist school) and on the 
other side a large Franciscan monastery. 

In the afternoon of the day Professor 
Rodriguez found me with the book, I 
was to present a talk to the group show. 
ing that belief in the existence of God 
was a “childish thing.” The professors 
realized the seriousness of the situation, 
and instead of giving me a punishment, 


By WALTER MANUEL MONTANO' 


Twenty-six years ago, Dr. Mon- 
tano, who came of a _ well-to-do 
Bolivian family, left his home and 
friends to enter a monastery of the 
Dominican Order in Lima, Peru. 
He has told of his terrible experi- 
ences and his deliverance ia a book 
entitled, “The Monk Who Lived 
Again” (reviewed in the Times, 
June 15, 1940). _But now, in con- 
densed form, Dr. Montano has writ- 
ten his own remarkable, personal 
testimony. especially. for. Times 
readers. It is one of the most dra- 
matie stories the Times has had the 
privilege of publishing in recent 
years. It will appear in five install- 
ments. In this article Dr. Montano 
tells what led him to make the de- 
cision to become a Dominican monk. 
Next week he will tell of the “Hell 
Inside the Monastery.” 


Dr. Montano is the director of the 
Western Hemisphere Evangelical 
Union, 4529 Greenmeadow Rd., Long © 
Beach 8, Calif. The large cloth- 
bound edition of this book is pub- 
lished by the Light and Life Press, 
Winona Lake, Ind. A special, paper- 
bound edition for sale in quantities 
of 100 or more copies is being issued 
by “The Ambassadors of Good Will 
Publishers” at Dr. Montano’s Long 
Beach address. : 














for the first time they agreed to estab- 
lish a class of religion in the college, 
to begin the next school year. 


Father Corvera, a Franciscan candi- 
date expecting to become a bishop in 
Bolivia, one of the outstanding theo- 
logians of the Roman Catholic Church, 
was appointed to teach the class: Ap- 
parently it was not obligatory, but there 
was'an understanding between the pro- 
fessors-and the parents that it was the 
parents’ duty to register their, sons in 
the new class. 


To avoid the class, on registration day, 


‘I asked permission of my father, instead 


of going in person, to allow one of the 
professors to enroll me. Professor 
Blanco, one of the greatest mathema- 
ticians, was not a religious man. I asked 
him to fix it so that I would be free 
from the class, which he did. Later 
my father was notified that I was not 
in the list of those who were to receive 
religious instruction, and he himself 
ordered me to be enrolled. My class- 
mates made it hard for me, as fhey could 
nat see how I could be the founder of 
the atheistic club and at the same time 
attend the class on religion. 


/ 
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Days of torment began for Father Cor- 
vera. Our revenge for having been 
forced to attend the class consisted in 
our taking corn and hard seeds, like 
peas, and every time Father Corvera 
would turn to the blackboard to write, 
at a given signal we would all throw 
these grains at his head. One time he 
caught us doing it and we were put on 
the black list, which meant at examina- 
tion time we could not pass. We were 
able to get his book with the list and 
destroy it. Little by little Father Cor- 
vera stopped’ coming to the college and 
we found ourselves free again. That 
was our victory. 

But all these experiences were not 
making me happy. The days passed and 
something was going on in my soul— 
the remorse of my conscience,. I tried 
to ask, “Why? Why?” in my depression, 
but I could not find the answer. I ex- 
amined myself to see if I had done some- 
thing terribly wrong, but I did not find 
any particular thing or offense. I was 
like a criminal running from justice, 
but no one was persecuting me exter- 
nally —I was running from my own self, 
and the accuser was inside my heart. 

Examination time arrived. I remem- 
ber very clearly and vividly how I tried 
to study, but my mind was not able to 
grasp the assignments. Suddenly a mys- 
terious voice from within, heard only 
by me, seemed to ask me: “Why are 
you an atheis.? What proof do you have 
against God? Who made this universe? 
Who made you? What is your life?” 


I Determine To Become a Priest 


All this confused me. Several hours 
passed in that spiritual struggle, until 
a clear answer came: “Oh, I am just 
a fool! I do not know anything of 
atheism. I do not have anything to 
prove that God does not exist. But I 
know that I am just a foolish boy !” 

Shortly after this conclusion in my 
heart, some dignitaries from the church 
came to visit my father. They were 
cordial and friendly. I did not want 
to be with them, yet I was interested 
to know if they were happy. A few 
days lgter I went to my father and told 
him that I had discovered that it had 
been folly to organize the atheistic club 
and that I wanted to know the other 
side of religion—not as learned from 
priests or other religious people, but by 
direct learning. 

With that in mind I persuaded my 
father to find which religious order 
would be the best for me to enter that 
I might dedicate my life to the priest- 
hood. Naturally my father was aston- 
ished and tried to discourage me from 
following this plan—no doubt he had 
reasons at the time. But upon my in- 
sistence, he finally agreed to get all the 
details and information. 

At the age of seventeen I became en- 
chanted with the idea of wearing the 


(Continued on page 127) 
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A Survey of Religious’ Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


address of the president of the 

British Methodist Church, Dr. New- 

ton Flew, paid fine tribute to Pro- 

fessor Latourette’s monumental .seven 

volumes, “A History of the Expansion 

of Christianity,” which, as the dean of St. 

Paul's has recently declared, for width 

of scope and mastery of immense read- 

ing. bears comparison .with Gibbon’s 
“Decline and Fall.” 

“There thé resemblance ends,” he con- 
tinued. “Gibbon’s theme was the de- 
cline and fall. of a secular empire. La- 
tourette’s theme is the expansion of a 
supranational society, whose roots are 
deeply imbedded in the eternal purpose 
of God, a society which is still advanc- 
ing through the storm of the last thirty 
years with the star of victory on its 
shield.” 

Dr. Flew would re-emphasize the note 
of eternity which “when it is heard is 
as a far bell from a church tower on 
the far horizon, muffled and distant. 
When a man confronts Christ he meets 
Someone in whose company he can live 
forever. . . . The satirical pagan of the 
second century singles out. this charac- 
teristic of the early Christians: ‘You 
see these poor creatures have persuaded 
themselves that they are immortal... 
and will live forever. This explains 
why they despise death .. . and then 
their original lawgiver persuaded them 
that they are all brothers !’ 

“Look’ at the world around us. See 
what happens when man begins to re- 
pudiate his eternal background “and 
comes to believe that his destiny is con- 
fined within the few years of earthly 
life. His personality begins to wither. 
His hopes lose dignity. He usually grows 
cynical. He is less capable, and not 
more capable, of the gigantic tasks to 
which this generation calls us. Me-calls 
himself a secularist. It is an exact title. 
He is shut up in a little aeon, or saecu- 
lum, of time, the age which is passing. 

“Our supreme business is to proclaim 
this eternal Gospel and our first task 
is evangelism. No lasting spiritual move- 
ment is possible unless there is at the 
heart of it a quest for holiness.” 

Dr. Flew had much to say about the 
atomic bomb, coricerning which he 
knows not a little. “The God who de- 
signed the atom and filled it with the 
energy as of whirling worids, He is the 
ruler of the era of atomic power. “He 
planned the cross before He packed the 
atom.” 


A meeting of the ecclesiastical leader- 
ship «of the Russian Church. outside of 
Russia, which was held in Munich last 


Encovragements and wari 
hom all the world +5 


May, gathered representatives from the 
Near East, Western Europe, the United 
States, Latin America, the Far East, and 
Australia.. It dissented strongly from the 
statements of the official. Church, now 
under Soviet control. 

“Our conscienée as -pastors forbids us 
to answer favorably the appeals of- fhe 
Patriarch Alexis, actual head of the Rus- 
sian Church, since that church is de- 
prived of the liberty to which it is 
entitled by divine right. . ; . The liberty 
granted to the Russian Church is ‘ex- 
tremely restrained and more apparent 
than real. It is furthermore bought by 
obligations imposed on the clergy which 
are incompatible with the high dignity 
of the Church.” 

It insists that “the high clergy in Rus- 
sia pass in silence every truth ‘which 
would be unpleasant to the Soviets and 
pretend by a sacrilegious lie that-there 
has never been persecution of the 
Church by Bolshevist power. Thus they 
mock the holy sufferings of innumerable 
martyrs and confessors of the faith, 
treating them-as if they were vulgar 
criminals.” It expresses the hope “that 
the bones of these martyrs will be the 
foundation of a new Russia, really free, 
strong in its orthodox faith and -its 
brotherly love. Then all her scattered 
children will be reunited without con- 
straint or violence.” It calls on. the 
Lord “to heal soon the wounds from the 
victorious yet terrible war and to bless 
the motherland with peace and pros- 
perity.” . 


New Year’s Eve at the Old South 
Church, Boston, was described jn the 
Boston Herald of December 30. “Start- 
ing at.9 p.m. there will be dancing, fol- 
lowed by open house from 10 to 11.30 
p.m. and a simple service in Gordon 
Chapel. Dancing will continue from 
12.10 to 2 a.m., followed by breakfast.” 
A modernist watch night service ! 

Dr. Henry S. Coffin, in “What Is There 
in Religion?” says: “Dr. George A. 
Gordon [long-time minister of the Old 
South Church], in one of my last con- 
versations with him, contrasted the dif- 
ference between his people in the Old 
South Church, Boston, at the outset and 
at the close of his forty years’ minis- 
try. ‘At the end of the 19th century, in 
dying, they had an anticipation of a 
glorious life into which they were to 
enter, while two decades later, still 
nominally -believing in immortality, 
they had no definite, or inviting, hope 
in prospect” (p. 16). 

What a confession of utter failure for 
a minister to make! No one could say 


February 8, 1947 


anything worse about neo-Unitarianism 
than this, and one wonders if Dr. Gor- 
don’s hope of future life had not also 
faded out. 

And his “hopeless” people can still 
dance on the last night of the old year 
in the church house! What a picture! 

Dr. Gordon was bosom friend of Presi- 
dent Eliot of Harvard, a militant Uni- 
tarian, who ever sought to canalize his 
unbelief into New England Congrega- 
tionalism. Dr. Gordon seemed to have 
been one channel. It was he who was 


‘largely responsible for the surrender of 


Andover to the Unitarians. He also 
allowed Unitarians to join his church, 
and gave church letters of dismissal to 
Unitarian churches. 

His only daughter has associated her- 
self with the Anglo-Catholics. They at 
least Have a hope of life after death. 


Dangers inherent in the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches are becoming more and 
more apparent. The International Con- 
ference of Church Leaders on the Prob- 
lem of World Order was held at Girton 
College, Cambridge, August, 1946, under 
the joint auspices of the World Council 
of Churches and the International Mis- 
sionary Council, with Mr. John Foster 
Dulles as chairman. Supporting him 
were Bishop Oxnam, last year’s presi- 
dent of the Federal Council, Dr. Van 
Kirk, its publicity man, and others of 
the same tie-up. According to Dr. Van 
Kirk, the purpose of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Af- 
fairs which it set up is “to mobilize the 
resources of Christendom for the fur- 
therance of World order.” It is to be, as 
the New York Times described it, “a 
beneficent lobby,” to represent the World 
Council and the International Missionary 
Council to the United Nations, to work 
in many fields, including economic and 
social, and-“tdXconcert from time to time 
with other organizations holding similar 
objectives in the advancement of par- 
ticular ends.” 

“Other organizations” include the Vati- 
can, for “some kind of satisfactory un- 
derstanding between the World Council 
of Churches and the Vatican” was pro- 
posed hy Mr. Dulles and by Mr. H, S. 
Leiper of the Federal Council. This, 
under the pretext of forwarding world 
peace, as was Roosevelt’s scheme for get- 
ting an envoy appointed to the Vatican. 
But that there were other motives in 
the mental background of some in the 
Conference is suggested by a cable sent 
to Mr. Dulles from the office of the Prot- 
estant: 

“It is not surprising that this un- 
wholesome collaboration of Protestant- 
ism with the power which blessed Mus- 
solini and Franco should take place 
under your guidance and sponsorship, 
Mr. Dulles, since you are head of the 
law firm hired by J. Henry Schroeder 
and Co. of London . . . made by the 
Hitler regime in ,August, 1938, its spe- 
cial agent in Britain . . . and which had 
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close family and_business.relations with 
S.S. General Baron Kurt Schroeder, key 
Nazi under arrest, 

“Your name, Mr. Dulles, appears on 
the list of financial backers of the Ameri- 
ca First Committee. You are the man 
who. personally argued Franco’s case in 
a suit against the U. S. Government 

. who came to the defense of the Nazi 
agent, G. A. Westrick, go-between for 
German and American cartel interests, 
also now under arrest. ... We speak a 
word of sharp warning to you, Mr. 
Dulles; abandon this evil thing on which 
you have. set your heart before it is 
too late. .. . We.request that, in order 
to save us from the embarrassment of 
your false leadership, you immediately 
resign. from: the chairmanship of the 
Conference of International Church 
Leaders under the sponsorship of the 
World Council of Churches.” 


Contemporary - Biography.—A unto 
servant of Christ has passed:.on in. the 
person. of Miss. Alice’ Theobald, the 
founder and, for twenty. years, presi- 
dent of the Boston Business Women’s 
Council. ‘Miss. Theobald was 'in the em- 
ploy of the R. N. Stearns Company of 
Boston, an outstanding dry goods store. 
She also served as spiritual. adviser, 
friend of the needy, and helper in dis- 
tress of, young employed: girls. But in 
addition she was a co-worker in foreign 
mission work. She brought to: Boston 
choice missionary speakers to describe 
their ministry. These meetings were 
held under the sponsorship of the Bos- 
ton Business Women’s: Council and the 
offerings received were given in their 
entirety to. the causes; presehted: . This 
Women’s Council had as its motto, “To 
win for Christ, to build up in Christ, 
and to: send out for Christ.” 


Dr. Curtis Lee Laws was called to 
the ‘editorship of the Watchman-Ezx- 
aminer in 1913 by. a group of leading 
Baptists concerned because of apostasy 
in the denomination. “After thirty-five 
years of arduous service he has passed 
on. His editorial words, after the Buf- 
falo meeting of Northern Baptists. in 
1920, have historic importance: 

“All through the Convention week 
this question was constantly asked, 
‘What do these premiliennialists want, 
anyhow?’ . . . Premillennialists were 
much in evidence because premillennial- 
ists are always sound on the funda- 
mentals, but eschatological questions did 
not enter into any of the Buffalo con- 
troversies. Fortunately the conservative 
group contains no one who repudiates 
the blessed doctrine of the second com- 
ing of our Lord, but the group does con- 
tain those who differ radically with one 
another concerning the whole millen- 
nial question. We here and now move 
that a new word be adopted to describe 
the men- among us-who insist that the 
landmarks shall not be removed. ... 
We suggest that those. who still cling to 
the great fundamentals and who mean 


'‘ days of Roger Will 
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to. do battle royal. for the fundamentals 


shall be called ‘Fundamentalists.’” 


Home Missions—The Montana Gos- 
pel Crusade is directed by Walter Feely, 
a graduate,of Dallas Seminary, and min- 
isters, over the air, to the;scattered resi- 
dents of ‘Montana, and Wyoming. With 
car, or on horseback, it. would be im- 
possible to reach, everyone. even in a 
lifetime. Begun. ten years ago with prac- 
tically no financial backing, it now 
broadcasts twice daily on Saturdays and 
Sundays from Billings. Hundreds have 
found Christ. through its, programs and 
through Bible correspondence courses. 
A local congregation in Billings, the 
Church of the Air, has grown up on the 
grounds and five full-time workers are 
employed in its varied ministry. 

The Church of the Brethren, under the 
leadership of Mr: Dan West, Kas a 
Heifer Project Committee for sending 
breeding heifers to Europe in co-opera- 
tion with UNRRA. This has grown to 
such a degree that it has had to enlist 
some nine hundred seagoing cowboys to 
care for the cattle on the voyage and 
in port. The American Bible Society 
supplies. each of these with a New Tes- 
tament. A further development has been 
the récruiting from theological semi- 
naries of students to serve as cowboy 
pastors during the past summer. Cow- 
boys and pastors have frequent oppor- 
tunity to distribute food, needles, and 
other things to’ the war-needy people 
they meet. “Also Scriptures. 

A correspondent writes me of the 
276th Annual Conference of the Old 
Baptists of Rhode Island which, without 
a‘single intermission, dates back to the 
s. This was held 
at the Maple Root Meeting House, Cov- 
entry, R. I. “Although there are now 
only three active churches left in this 
very ancient denomination, they have 
throughout their long history, been true 
to the faith.” The Northern Baptist 
Convention has tried to absorb them 
without avail. The only thing that 
differentiates them is the laying on of 
hands after baptism “and we certainly 
receive great blessing” from this. “Our 
eldest daughter,” says this pastor’s wife, 
“graduated from Gordon College, Boston, 
in 1944, and is now in Mexico with the 
Wycliffe translators. We are happy that 
the Lord is calling our children into His 
blessed work.” : 


A Korean Christian, whi was jailed 
for refusing to bow to the - Emperor and 
was later released,on probation, suffered 
many trials of which he wrote to Dr. 
McIlvaine. “Accordirig to»their law,” 
he. says, “I was guilty of {disturbing] 
public peace. I: did--not yield to bow 
Shinto shrine, and hope our Korean in- 
dependence. 

“After prison my career .was miserable 
itself. I cannot mention my miserable 
history with my pen on my. paper — it 
was more than mentionable. I had not 
any human friends except poverty, 
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mockery,. and. discourage[ment], . and 
policemen. Sometimes I intended to 
kill myself for the spiritual agony. As 
Job in Old Testament has lost his*God, 
I had lost my God once in a while. 

“I read many books in jail — Uchi- 
mura’s [expository] works and every 
kind of commentary on Romans, Kuro- 
zaki’s Greek Grammar, and Keijiro’s 
English grammar. When I was released 
I' read Berkhof’s ‘Manual of Reformed 
Doctrine,’ Sanday and Headlam’s ‘Com- 
mentary on Romans,’ Hodge’s ‘Commen- 
tary on Romans,’ G. P. Fisher’s ‘History 
of Christianity’ twice, and I am now 
reading Neander’s ‘History of Christian. 
ity’ in English. 

“As you said at Chuo Seminary chapel 
one morning that Romans 8:28 is’ the 
highést peak in the Bible, I believe it, 
not nominally, but with my heart really. 
Indeed the calamity turned into happy- 
[ness] to me who believe in God even 
though my faith is very weak. That 
fight for the truth at all cost was my 
life-long hopé and I could perform a 
little during my [time in] jail, but I 
cannot boast it before men because I 
myself did not do it but He who dwell- 
eth in me. 

“The Lord be with you forever.”—Y. C. 
Chun.” 


The great gift of $10,750,000 from the 
Smith Reynolds Foundation to Wake 
Forest College was accepted at the spe- 
cial session of the North Carolina State 
Baptist Convention, only four per cent 
of the delegates voting in the negative. 
“The great enthusiasm displayed” re- 
calls “the Sunday in June” when the 
Northern Baptist Convention accepted 
a large gift of Standard Oil money for 
the establishment of the University of 
Chieago. What disaster that gift brought 
upon Northern Baptists! 

I suppose this great sum is largely in- 
vested in the manufacture of Camel 
cigarettes and, in a way, Wake Forest 
will now be in that pestilent business. 
Duke University was at one time .a 
Methodist college; then it received a 
huge endowment from the Dukes who 
were manufacturers of chewing tobaceo 
(“Bull Durham”) and changed their 
college name from Trinity College ta 
Duke University. The consequences 
hgve been what might have been ex- 
pected. One cannot affront the Spirit 
of God and retain His blessing. . Dr. 
Eggleston, late president of Hampton- 
Sidney College, when asked by a South- 
ern Methodist as to sending his son to 
Duke replied: 

“Oh, yes! I would by all means ad- 
vise*you to send your son to Duke Uni- 
versity if you wish him to disavow every 
essential article of the Christian faith.” 


Encouraging Reports Come from the 
Inter-Varsity Student Work.—Kansas 
State College. A most spiritually alive 
group. Last year a lone Christian at 


wher own expense Sent Gospel tracts to 


every student on the campus. This year 
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God has rewarded her faith with a thriv- 
ing group of Christian students. Some 
remarkable conversions have been forth- 
coming.. A Puerto Rican, here to study 
veterinary medicine, was saved, and has 
become a very zealous Christian. He 
carries his Bible constantly and studies 
it as much as his vet books. If anyone 
gets sick, or anything goes wrong, they 
call an all-night prayer meeting... . 
There. were a dozen conversions that 
I am certain of. Three professors at- 


“tended the meetings. 


Michigan State College. God worked 
in a wonderful way here. Half a dozen 
were saved. Attendance at meetings 
ranged up to 85. God did wonderful 
things. I talked with a Unitarian girl 
who accepted the Saviour and became 
a radiant, witnessing Christian. 

University of Michigan where sixteen 
have been converted. At the University 
of Virginia, Bob Finley has been active 
in campus evangelism during the past 
nine months. He was, last year, presi- 
dent of the student body; also boxing 
champion, eastern intercollegiate mid- 
dleweight. ° ” 


The Laymen’s Evangelistic Association 
of Altoona, Pa., sends this heartening 
report of revival in June of last year. 
Twenty-seven churches co-operated, and 
the meetings were held in a tent seat- 
ing fifteen hundred. It was not long 
before it was necessary to adjourn to 
a building which seats 4,500. In the 
final services the building was crowded 
to capacity, and at the last meeting be- 
tween four and five hundred people re- 
sponded to the appeal, bringing the 
whole number up to a thousand. 

“We really had an old-fashioned re- 
vival.” J. Harold Smith of Knoxville, 
Tenn., was the evangelist, a mighty 
preacher of the Gospel, and there was 
wonderful co-operation from pastors of 
the interested churches. 


Dr. Dan Poling cries to the American 
churches, “Unite or perish.” JI do- not 
believe we are shut up to this alterna- 
tive. An English layman, writing in the 
Methodist Recorder of London, thinks 
the talk of church union is a product of 
deep-seated fefeatism, a sign of senil- 
ity. Then he illustrates- from English 
Methodism: 

“In nature, division, not union, is the 
outcome of vitality. We need not go 
outside our domestic conterns to sus- 
pect that it is the mark, too, of church 
vitality. Think of the religious energy 
and strength of purpose which brought 
about Methodist fission a hundred years 
ago, when Bourne and Clowes marched 
out into the open air and started the 
Primitive Methodist Church: For the 
remainder of the century both Primitives 
and Wesleyans progressed and multi- 
plied. . . . But of the sequel to recent 
Methodist union let the Rev. William 
Proctor speak: “In ten years there are 
83,000 members fewer. The Methodist 
Church is slowly dying out.” 
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Prof. Douglas C. Mackintosh of: the 
Yale Divinity School also Gloggroes ‘with 
Mr. Poling. He-seays: 

“The present heightened antesens in 
ecumenical Christianity with a view to 


the promotion of church union is, iin the . 


first instance, one of the sythptoms of 
the present debilitated condition: of. the 
various. branches - of \ the. Christian 
church, . ... It is a sign, among others, 
of the ebb of the tide of Christian 
evangelism.” The merging of denomi- 
nations is, in -his judgment, “a phase of 
strategic retreat... . It is quite within 
the range of possibility that, in some in- 
stances, by lessening the burdens of re- 
sponsibility resting upon individuals and 
smal] groups of Christians, the final total 
of Christian activity will come. to be 
less instead of greater.” 


The Word and Israel.—Interesting re- 
ports are coming from Arthur Neetz, 
a converted Gentile, and Harry Rosen- 
bloom, a converted Jew, who are going 
over the country -placing the Prophecy 
New Testaments! in the hands. of Jew- 
ish people. They have already worked 
in over five hundred cities in the United 
States and Canada, going into stores, 
office buildings, high schools, univer- 
sities. Thousands of Jewish. students 
have received these Testaments. At ane 
university 300 students were reached in 
a single day, both men and women, in 
fraternities, sororities, dormitories, and 
on the campus. Several Jewish college 
professors also received Prophecy Testa- 
ments. In one girls’ college every one 
of 37 Jewish students took one. 

One Jew in a Western town was so 
impressed with th® ministry of bring- 
ing the Word of God to the Jewish peo- 
ple that he offered to take the col- 
porteurs in his car to every Jew in the 
city. The plan now is to extend this 
colportage to a thousand smaller cities 
and towns, ‘each with a fair-sized Jewish 
community. There are Jewish clothiers, 
jewelers, doctors, lawyers, pharmacists, 
teachers in them all, and few have ever 
had a New Testament. Fifty thousand 
copies are needed, 

“We have had wonderful contacts with 
Jewish people as we have recently 
toured towns and cities in Kansas, Mis- 


souri, Iowa, and Minnesota, seeking the. 


lost sheep of the house of. Isracl.” About 
three out of four accept-the New Testa- 
ment, Many listen to the witness and 
are grateful for the interest expressed 
in them. 

Mr. Gartenhaus, writing in the He- 
brew Christian, tells much the same 
story of Jewish approachableness in 
Mexico. He has had remarkable con- 
tacts -with Jewish intellectuals there; 
who are open to Christian evidence and 
at times eager for instruction. With the 
Jewish masses it is the same: “I started 
out one afternoon at one o'clock to visit 
a Jewish section of Mexico City and at 





1 Million Testaments Campaign, 1505 Race 
St.. Philadelphia 2. 


' February ‘8, 1947 


nine o’clock in the evening I was still 
visiting. I simply could not tear myself 
away from these hungry souls. As I 
went into one of their stores I found 
two men, a father and son, and within 


‘a few minutes, as if by magic, there 


were a number of others around me. 


‘They listened spellbound to my mes- 


sage. Soon one would have to go, but 
three would come in his place. This 
went on for three hours. Leaving here 
I went ‘to the market place where I 
found a group of Arabian Jews who sim- 
ply devoured what I had to say. That 
one afternoon and evening I contacted 
no less than fifty Jews representing 
many nationalities. ... Again and again 
I was urged to come back.” 


A letter from the Re¥. G. A. Hadji- 
Antoniou of the Second Evangelical 
Church in Athens describes, first, the 
disaster which the war has brought: the 
destruction of Greek shipping, the burn- 
ing down of 1,100 villages, the wrecked 
railways, the hunger, the refugees. Then 
it goés on: 

“My first service in my church was a 
great delight as I looked down from the 
pulpit on all the dear faces, familiar 
yet so strange, bearing as all do ‘the 
marks of those terrible years of hunger 
and pain. A vacancy of over six years 
is a trying time for any church, but God 
raised up among the members men who 
served her with great acceptability. The 
spiritual life of the church has been kept 
at a high level. The members are con- 
cerned for the evangelization of their 
fellow citizens and at the first meeting 
of our on founded an evangelistic 
fund out of money which these poor 
people had managed to set aside. This 
will provide for a bi-monthly evange- 
listic leaflet for wide distribution; the . 
distribution. of New ‘Testaments by 
means of advertising in our: daily press; 
the offering of St. John’s Gospel by 
‘distributing groups’ from our church to 
every house in Athens as well as in hos- 
pitals, etc; and regular evangelistic 
tours by the pastor among towns and 
villages where small groups of isolated 
believers are to be found. 

“There can be no doubt that there is 
a real thirst fog spiritual things senens 
large numbers of our people.” . 


Brief Notes 


Martinique and Guadalupe are still 
closed to the Gospel, at least new mis- 
sionaries can get only a thirty-day en- 
trance permit. They are almost the last 
unevangelized places in the West Indies. 


Evangelism among the 200,000 Spanish 
refugees in France is being carried on by 
Pastor Delpuech with’ five assistants. Re- 
sults are encouraging, even Communists 


_at times listening with interest. There 


have been conversions among the edu- 
cated class — doctors, lawyers, and others. 
When Spain is free, their influence will 
be important for Protestant Christianity. 
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Let's Make the Bible Live! 
By Winifred Wayne 


OW is it possible to make children 

feel. that the characters in the Old 
Testament stories were real people? Can 
the experiences of these men and women 
be made consistent with our modern 
way of life, although their dress, food, 
dwellings, and modes of transportation 
may seem to relegate them almost to 
prehistoric times? 

In an effort to achieve this end, one 
enterprising teacher of a class of girls 
has experimented with having her pupils 
make notebooks, illustrated entirely by 
modern pictures, cut out of current story 
magazines. The results were most sat- 
isfactory. A farmer carrying a crate 
of tomatoes was Cain bearing “the fruit 
of the ground.” A flood scene suited 
the story of Noah. A charming matron 
for Sarah, a young Negro boy for Ish- 
mael, the child Isaac, and baby twins 
for Jacob and Esau were not difficult 
choices. Real life photographs in ad- 
vertisements provided a dish of beans 
for Esau’s “mess of pottage,” a harvest 
scene for the seven years of plenty when 
Joseph was in Egypt, and the ship in 
which Jonah was shipwrecked. Contem- 
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porary war pietures were assigned to 
various battles which the | Israelites 
fought with their neighbors. The young 
Ruth entreating an older Naomi, David 
hiding in the cave of Adullam, the 
wicked queen Jezebel, Esther in the 
king’s palace—these and many others 
were selected with care from ordinary 
magazine pictures, preferably colored. 
The . young Bible students often 
searched long for just the right man 
to portray a certain character. Some- 


‘times ‘a real prize was found, such as 


the picture of a young boy in bed with 
one eye open. It was Samuel listening 
to the voice, of course! Competition 
was keenest when the hunt was for such 
scenes as Hezekiah’s servants showing 
his wealth to the Babylonians, Ahaziah 
on his sick bed sending out messengers 
to Elijah, Solomon and Pharach’s daugh- 
ter. watching for Hiram’s ships, Joab 
accusing Absalom, or a basket of sum- 
mer .fruit for the prophecy of Amos. 
One girl later put together independ- 
ently a large volume that tells the com- 
plete story of the Old Testament in these 
modern illustrations, with the appropri- 
ate verse written under each. Not only 
people and scenes were shown, but many 
verses not pertinent to the narrative 
5 . ' 
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Bible Books in Song 
By NAQMI A. HOTCHKISS 


To help her own daughter teach the books of the Bible, and thelr groupings, in'Deily Vacation 
Bible School, Mrs. Hotchkiss has prepared « series of choruses. This is the second of twelve that 


will appear from time to time in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Undoubtedly many 
teaders will want to clip them and prepare a little booklet of the entire series, 


Ill. BOOKS OF HISTORY 
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(such as in the Psalms and Proverbs) 
were suitably and easily represented. 

Obviously, New Testament situations 
in which the Lord Jesus apbears cannot 
be treated in this way, for there would 
be too great a risk of irreverence. C®r- 
tainly, however, the acquaintance thus 
made with the Old Testament charac- 
ters makes a vivid-eand lasting impres- 
sion, and the lessons to be learned from 
the experiences studied will seem much 
more practical. 

Pupils not old enough to do more 
might find pictures to illustrate Golden 
Texts or verses that have been memo- 
rized. Parents could help their children 
become more familiar with the use of 
the Bible as a book by encouraging such 
matching of pictures and verses on rainy 
Sunday afternoons. 


GREENCASTLE, IND. 
3 


The Monk Who Lived Again 
(Continued from page 123) 


white robe and black cape of the Do- 
minican monk, and with them become 
an orator who could have after his name 
the initials O.P.—Ordinis Praedicto- 
rium, which means “Member of the Or- 
der of Preachers.” All my thoughts 
were centered in one goal, and my heart 
had oné ambition: happiness. ‘ 

_ The day arrived when I had to say 
good-by to my father, to my other rela- 
tives, to the dearest things in my home, 
te friends, memories, everything. As I 
had decided to enter the Dominican Or- 
der, I left Cochabamba, where I was 
born, and, accompanied by a specially 
commissioned priest, went to the city 
of Lima, Peru, to enter the monastery: 

Lire In THE Monastery 


In a special festivity in honor of the 
Virgin Mary, in the month of March, 
1920, I began my religious life as a 
novitiate. I followed the very special 
and solemn ceremony, ~vith the others 
who were beginning their lives as novi- 
tiates, and we walked to the little rooms 
that were assigned to us, where we were 
destined to spend hours, days, weeks, 
and months in solitude, meditation, and 
mortification of the flesh, interrupted 
by the community devotions in chapel 
and choir. 

Every morning, at four o’clock, re- 
peating the words, “Benedicamus Dom- 
ino,” the priest in charge would call us, 
Between forty and fifty priests,. all 
dressed in white robes with heads. cov- 
ered, would march to the choir through 
the G@ark halls of the monastery, repeat- 
ing the “Miserere.” 

‘The period of probation finally passed, 
and, after examinations and the church's 
approval, I was admitted to Simple Re- 
ligious Profession, which meant another 
special ceremony in the church and then 
my sacred prumise to continue in the 


(Continued on rye 133) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





' LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 23. THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


John 10; printed text, verses 7-18 
Golden Text.—i am the good shepherd: id ndinanan leh wits wehbe: tai 


* Kuve Janes Verston 
John 10:7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily,. i 
say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 
8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but 
the sheep did not hear them. 


9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, 


and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more ‘abundantly. 

11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep. 

12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own 
the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, 
and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 


13 The hireling fileeth, because he is an hireling, and careth 
not for the sheep. 

14°I am the good shepherd, ‘and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine. - 

15.As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and 
I lay down my life for’ the sheep. ’ 

16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall 
be one fold, and one shepherd. 

17 Therefore doth my Father loye me, because I lay down my 
life, that I might take it again. 

18 No man taketh it from me, but I hj it down of myself. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take tt again. 
This commandment have I received of my Father. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permisson. 













The Lesson ds a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


"To “Shepherd of Israel” was a pro- 
phetic designation of Messiah as 
Jehovah’s representative on earth 
who was to gather together and ‘care 
for the outcasts of Israel (Ezek. 34:12). 
For’ centuries the Jews had sung, “Je- 
hovah is my shepherd” (Psa. 23:1, R.V.), 
‘and intoned the prayer, “Give ear, O 
Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest 
Joseph like a flock” (Psa. 80:1). There- 
fore, when Jesus announced Himself as 
the Good Shepherd, all would under- 
stand that it.was a declaration that He 
was the promised deliverer, who had 
come to set His people free. But al- 
though His works of power attested His 
Messiahship, there were few who were 
ready to receive Him and to acknowl- 
edge His claims. They believed Him not, 
for they were not of His sheep (John 
10:26). Although Israelites by natural 
birth, they were not Israelites “indeed” 
(John 1:47). Those who belonged by 
new birth to the Israel of God (Gal. 
6:16) saw in ‘Him the Shepherd who was 
to redeem them, and so vecame His dis- 
ciples. These 'were given to Him by 
the Father and He was about to liber- 
ate them from the legality of the old 
dispensation and bring them into ‘the 
freedom of the grace of the New Cove- 
nant. To these, others were to be added 
from among the Gentiles, and thus there 
should be one flock and one Shepherd. 


The Historical Setting 


It was in Jerusalem, just before the 
Feast of Dedication, which was a winter 
festival, celebrated in what answers to 
our December, that Jesus Christ revealed 
Himself as the Good Shepherd. The dis- 
course was addressed to a throng of 
Jews, includingmany unbelieving Phari- 





sees, who were finding: fault with the 
Lord Jesus Christ after the healing of 
the blind man. 


Verse by Verse 


Jphn 10:7—"I am the door of the, 


sheep.” The Eastern shepherd some- 
times lies across the entrance to the 
fold at night. Thus he becomes the door. 
So the Lord Jesus Christ guards His own 
under all circumstances. He is the door 
into salvation and the protector of His 
own. 


Verse 8—“All that ever came before 
me are thieves and robbers.” Many had 
arisen, in the years before Jesus ap- 
peared, claiming to be the Messiah. They 
were all false prophets, who sought to 
mislead the people of God: They would 
have made a prey of those who followed 
them. But the real sheep of Jehovah’s 
flock were not deceived by these pre- 
tenders. 


Verse 9.—“By me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved.” As a door gives entry 
to the house, or a gate to the field be- 
yond, so all who trust in Jesus Christ 
are free to enter into and enjoy the 
riches of God’s grace. They go in for 
salvation and go out for service. 


Verse 10.—“I am come that they might 
have life, and .. . have it more abun- 
dantly.” To receive Satan’s lie, as given 
by false teachers, is to die. But to re- 


ceive Christ is to enter into life. The 


word “more” is omitted in the Revised 
Version. Jesus Christ came to give abun- 
dant life. Old Testament believers had 
divine life. Now that grace and truth 
have come by Jesus Christ (John 1:17), 
all who trust.Him have abundant life. 
This is life in the power of the indwell- 
ing Holy Spirit; who. was given after 
the ascension of the Lord. 

Verse 11—“I am the good shepherd.” 
The word rendered “good” here is really 
“beautiful,” and as ‘employed in this 


connection refers to the moral beatity 
that was displayed in the. Lord Jesus 
Christ as the unselfish, devoted Shep- 
herd of His sheep. He was ready to die 
for them, as He did a short time after- 
ward. 


Verses 12, 13.—“The hireling fleeth, be- 
cause he is an hireling.” Concerned 
about his. own gain and for his own 
safety, the hireling flees when danger 
threatens. An unfaithful shepherd, he 
is utterly indifferent to the fate of the 
sheep. In this he stands out in vivid 
contrast to the Good Shepherd who came 
to give His life a ransom for the sheep. 


Verse 14—“I ... know my-sheep, and 
am known of mine.” The Good Shepherd 
knows every one of His sheep by naine 
and they all know Him. Those who pro- 
fess to be His, but know Him not, are 
false professors. Note what He says con- 
cerning all whom He knows, in verses 
27 to 29. 


Verse 15.—“As the Father kyoweth me, 
even so know I the Father.” ere was 
perfect, uninterrupted fellowship be- 
tween the Father and the Son. In lay- 
ing down His life for the sheep He was 
but doing the ,Father’s will. 


Verse 16.—“Other sheep I have, which 
are not of. this fold.” These words can- 
not refer to the Diaspora, the Israelites 
who were dispersed among the Gentiles; 
for although outside of the land. of Pal- 
estine they nevertheless belonged to the 
Jewish fold: The Lord had in mind the 
calling of the Gentiles. The Gospel was 
to go out into all the world, and those 
who believed it.would also be numberéd 
among the sheep of Christ. , They, with 
the Jews who were saved, should: con- 
stitute one flock under.one Shepherd. 
Judaism was a fold; Christians constitute 
a flock: 


Verse 17.—“Therefore doth my Father 


love me, because I lay down my life, 
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that. I may take it again.” The death of — 


the Lord Jesus Christ was voluntary 
and was not only a sacrifice for sin, but 
it was the expression of the Son’s com- 
plete devotion to the Father. This was 
so precious to God that it caused the 
Father to manifest His love to His Son 
in a special way, namely, in raising Him 
from the dead. Jesus went to the cross 
in perfect confidence that the life He laid 
down would be given to Him again. 
Verse 18.—“No man taketh it from me, 
but I lay it down of myself.” The Lord 
Jesus was not subject to death, because 
He was the sinless One, “and sin, when 
it is finished, bringeth forth death”. (Jas. 
1:15). Therefore it was not possible 
for man, nor Satan, to kill Jesus until 
He yielded up Himself to death asa 
ransom for our sins. The Father had 
given Him authority to die and to rise 


_ again. This authority or power He ex- 


ercised on our behalf. 


The Heart of the Lesson © 

The Lord Jesus Christ as the Good 
Shepherd came to fulfill the promises 
made to Israel. He died to redeem them 
and also to save those from among the 
Gentiles who would believe in Him. As 
the Shepherd, He also became the Door 
of the sheep. Through Him alone we 
enter into salvation and security, and 
at His bidding go forth to serve Him in 
newness of life. He is the one Shepherd 
who gathers Jew and Gentile believers 
into one. flock. 


Lesson Outline 
THe ALL-SUFFICIENT SAVIOUR 


. The door*of the sheep (John 10:7-9) 
The giver of life (v. 10) 

. The Good*Shepherd (vs. 11-14) 

. The sacrificial victim ¢v. 15) 

. Shepherd of Jew and Gentile (v. 16) 
. Dying to rise again: (v: 17) 

. The .perfectly obedient one (v. 18) ’, 


Special Lesson. Topics and Truths. 

Difference Between a Fold and a 
Flock. In verse 16 we read in the 
Authorized Version, “There shall be one 
fold.” The Revised Version corrects this 
and reads, “They shall become. .one 
flock.”". This isthe truth of the present 
gathering together of the “children. of 
God that were scattered abroad” (John 
11:52). Judaism was a fold without a 
center; Christianity is a center (Christ 
Himself) without a circumference. There 
is no legal wall surrounding the sheep 
of Christ now. Our protection is to 
keep close to the Shepherd. 


Summaries and Applications 

The Lord Jesus Christ was the Good 
Shepherd on earth. He is the Great 
Shepherd now in the Glory (Heb. 13:20). 
He will come again as the Chief Shep- 
herd, to whom all the undershepherds 
will give account of their service (1 Pet. 
§: 1-4), 

The Lord Jesus came to lead His own 
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Last Week's Lesson 
7. February 16.—Jesus at the Feast of 
Tabernacles . John -7-to 9 


Next Week's Messen 
9. March 2.—Jesus Sums Up His 
Claims. (In this order.) John 12; 
~ +" ""12-50; Mark 11:1490 


LE { 








shéep out of the Jewish fold into the 
glorious liberty.of the sons of God. 

In Hebrews 13:13 the call is given to 
go: forth “unto him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach.” This involved 
a complete break with the fold. 

Christ is Himself the center of. gather- 
ing for His people. We are called to 


“recognize Him as the one in whom all 


blessing is found. 

The place of safety for the Lord’s sheep 
is near the Shepherd’s: side. As. we 
cleave to Him we are protected from 
all the pewer ‘of the enemy. 

We have all gone astray like lost sheep. 
Have we all returned to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is the “Shepherd and 
Bishop” of our souls? (1 Pet. 2:25.) 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teachst and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT two functions does the Lord 
Jesus Christ claim to. fulfill on behalf 
of the “sheep’’? 
2. What, in general, would these two of- 
fices or functions signify? 
3. What outstanding feature character- 
izes the claims of Christ? 


4. By what contrasts does our Lord en- 
force His saying activities? 


5. What benefits accrue from entering in + 


by Jesus only? 
6. How are verses 10 and 11 related? 


7. What are the points of contrast between 
our Lord-and the hireling? 


8. What sort of bond exists between the 
Lord Jesus and His people? 


“9. Who are the “other sheep” of verse 
16, and what is the “one fold’? 

“10. What rare’ combination of apparent 
opposites appears in verse 18? 


(Answers on page 133) 
we 


~~ Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


E CANNOT do better than to make 

a study of these simple onée-syl- 
lable words which our Lord uses. to 
help us know and understand Him. In 
today’s lesson He is calling Himself “the 
door.” One might never realize how 
much Gospel there-is in a door when it 
is used in connection with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. A door is such a. com- 
monplace thing. But He uses one-syl- 
lable common nouns, such as way, truth, 
life, bread, vine, light, and water to 
make us understand Him, and here in 
the tenth chapter of John He is using 
a door. Evidently the Lord wants very 
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simple-minded people to know Him, 
even little children whose vocabulary 
has not many words in it; and that, all 
over the world. But there is hardly 
any race oar tribe, however ignorant, 
who cannot understand those ajmple 
terms. They have to do with the com- 
monest needs of every day. The crudest 
hut of a savage has a door. 

There is but one use for a door. It 
is something to pass through. And to 
be @ real door it must be open. When 
a door is closed it becomes a part of 
the wall, that’s all—so far as passing 
through it is concerned, 

Jesus said, “I am the door of the sheep 
.. . l-am the door: by me if any man 
enter in, he shall. be saved, and shall 
go in and out, and find pasture”. (John 
10:7, 9). It is through Christ we are 
saved to eternal life, and there is no 
other way. 

Our Lord also shows by what He said 
that you have a door, too. “Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). Again 
you see the door must be open to be 
effective. He knocks; you must open. 
He will not break the door down,: but 
He will make you know He is there, 
wanting to enter. He comes to the door, 
not to the window, because He wants 
to come all the way in. A stranger may 
come to the window and leave a mes- 
sage, but a guest, a friend, wants to come 
inside where you are—where all your 
life interests are. These doors are very 
intimate affairs. You open the door and 
He comes in to eat with you, that is, 
to share your problems, your burdens, 
your tasks, even your sorrows, ‘ “And,” 
He adds, “he with me.” And why does 
He say that? Of course, if He eats with 
me, I eat with Him. Well, this is what 
it means: He does come in and. share 
your bitter bread with. you; but soon 
you. notice that He has brought His own 
supper, and it is so much better than 
yours! You taste of His and directly 
you are turning from the things you 
have been feeding upon and éat with 
Him His food which is so much more 
satisfying. ‘That also helps us under- 
stand what He means. when He says, 
“and shal go ‘in and out, and find: pas- 
ture.” When you let the Lord Jesus 
Christ in—all the way in--He brings 
with Him the nourishment which is far 
superior to the trash you have been 
feeding upon, and gives the ‘new life 
new meaning and new joy. 

The nourishment which He gives also 
creates in us. a desire for service, pre- 
pares us for it, and opens the door to it. 

The first effort at soul-winning I ever 
made was nearly forty years ago. The 
Lord used a great servant of His, Dr. 
J. B. Hutton of Jackson, Mississippi, ‘to 
open the door for it. He took me to 
the capitol with him, where he sat down 
in the office of a state official and won 
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him to Christ. I was inspired by his 
example and instruction to make the 
effort, myself, and the Lord blessed it. 
I really had my new birth there, under 
the influence of that godly man. And 
whenrl moved from the state, I set up a 
memorial in my gratitude for it. I re- 
solved that I would always write out 
the name of the state in full, and not 
abbreviate it; and from that time, ever 
Since, whenever addressing a letter or 
making a memo or note of the state, I 
spell it out with all the s’s and p’s and 
i’s — M-i-s-s-i-s-s-i-p-p-i, and I do not 
hurry over or slur those letters, but lift 
my heart as I write them, in thanksgiv- 
ing to our great Saviour of the open 
door. 

“And shall go in and out, and find 
pasture.” 


Greensboro, N. C. : 
4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
thank Thee, our gracious Heavenly 
Father, that Thou art the King of love, 
the Shepherd of our souls “whose good- 
ness faileth never.” We confess that, 
perverse and foolish, we have often 
strayed, but yet in love Thou hast 
sought us, sending Thy Son to seek and 
to save the lost. We pray for all the 
lost who have yet to be found and 


- 


Za The Good Shepherd layeth down his life for 


- 
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brought back to Thee. May Thy Word 
this day be mighty in turning many 
lost sheep to the great and good Shep- 
herd, our Lord Jesus Christ. Make us 
all more attentive to His voice as it 
comes to us in Thy Word. Make us all 
more responsive to His leading in our 
lives each day. Remember any who 
walk through the dark valleys of life, 
and such as draw near to the valley 
of the shadow of death. May they know 
Thy presence to lighten the gloom and 
to guard and keep them that they may 
fear no evil: We thank Thee for. the 
still waters and the green pastures of 
life, but most of ali we thank Thee for 
Thyself .and Thy constant care. For- 
give everything sinful that mars our 
lives. Make us clean from every stain 
of evil, and help us to trust and serve 
Thee with gladness all our days, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Lord Jesus is 
such a wonderful Saviour that John’s 
Gospel has to use many different things 
to picture Him to us in all His fullness. 
Two Sundays ago it was bread, last Sun- 
day it was light, and today it is a shep- 
herd that pictures Christ for us. What 
bread is to the body, what light is to 
the world, and what a shepherd is to 
the sheep, all that Christ is to the. soul. 

I suppose that one of the first things 
you ever memorized from the Bible is 
the Twenty-third Psalm, in which David 
sings of the Lord as his shepherd. That 
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beautiful Psalm was written centuries 


‘hefore the Lord Jesus lived on earth. 


The people to whom our Lord spoke 
knew well that long before their time 
David had written of God as his shep- 
herd. ‘And in our lesson today the Lord 
Jesus tells these people, “I am the good 
shepherd.” The divine Shepherd of 
whom David wrote long before was 
standing among them. How wonderful 
that was! And how wonderful to know 
that “here in our midst He’s standing 
today, tenderly saying, ‘Come’” to each 
and every one of us, inviting us to be- 
long to His flock, and to enjoy His shep- 
herd-care over our lives, 

A missionary in India found a sick 
leper boy, took him in, cared for him, 
and led him to the Saviour. When he 
was strong enough the boy was given 
the job of*caring for a few sheep, and 
he did it very faithfully. But his arm 
became badly infected, and the boy had 
to go to the hospital, and the arm was 
removed. He bore it all very bravely, 
and, as he was recovering, the mission- 
ary called to cheer him up. But the 
boy was thinking more of his sheep than 
of himself. “How are my sheep?” he 
asked. The missionary was sorry to 
have to say that while the boy was ill 
some wild dogs attacked the sheep and 
killed them all. The boy felt sad, for 
he had grown fond of the sheep. Then, 
turning to the missionary, he said, “Mis- 
sionary, this happened because they had 
no shepherd. Once I, too, was without 
a shepherd, but now the-.Lord, Jesus 
Christ is my shepherd, and He protects 
and cares for me.” 

The dogs that destroyed those sheep 
are a picture of the sins that destroy 
people in body and soul when they live 
without Christ as their shepherd. Every 
little while we read of boys and some- 
times girls getting into great: trouble 

ough crime, and always it is because 
Uy had no shepherd. They had not 

n taught of the Saviour, or had re- 
fused to attend to what they were taught 
of Him. Living their lives without Him 
they came into great sin and suffered 
much in consequence. Always remem- 
ber that in a world like ours, as 
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To save us from sin and its terrible re- 
sults, our Lord came, died, and rose 
again, and offers now to be our shep- 
herd-Saviour. Can you truly say, “The 
Lord is my shepherd”? 
Houtiysurn, B. C., Can. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day ‘School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus’ Concern For All People 
(John 10:11-16) 


—s 


AVE on display pictures of shep- 

herds with their sheep. I suppose 
watching sheep day after day does get 
tiresome. But the shepherd boy, Da- 
vid, had an exciting experience. This 
boy (member of class, dressed in tunic 
and scarf — costume may be a bathrobe, 
and a square of cloth with a corner 
folded under across the forehead, 
fastened with a cord—see pictures of 
shepherds) is going to pretend he is 
David, and tell David’s story. .“I was 
taking care of.my father’s sheep, and 
there came a lion and a bear, and took 
a lamb out of the flock. I went after the 
lion, hit him with my stick, and saved 
the lamb out of his mouth. When he 
attacked me, I caught him by his beard, 
and hit him, and killed him. I killed 
both the lion and the bear.” (Based on 
1 Sam. 17: 34-36a.) 

Why did David risk getting killed in 
order to save a lamb? They were his 
father’s sheep — yes, David’s sheep, too. 
He was supposed to look out for them 
and-protect them. But more than that, 
he loved them, and did not want to lose 
even one little lamb. If he had been 
only a hired boy, he would probably 
have run away and let the lion have the 
lamb; and all the rest of the sheep would 
have been scared away and lost. But 
not David —the sheep were his, and he 
must keep them safe! ? 

The Lord Jesus calls Himself the 
Good Shepherd. He not only risked His 
life for the sheep, but died to save them 
from the wicked one. See if you can 
tell me what each verse in Jghn 10:11- 
16 means. “I am the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine” 
(v. 14; Memory Verse). 

Are you one of the Lord Jesus’ sheep? 
Do you know Him as the one who died 
to save you from sin, as David saved his 
lamb from the lion? Oh, there still is 
an enemy lion—1 Peter 5:8! Do you 
know the Lord as one who leads you 
day by day, saying to you: Don’t do this; 
Do that — see verse 27 — as David guided 
his sheep away from the danger spots 
to the good safe pastures? How safe 
you are, verses 28 and 29 tell. Can you 
say, “The Lord is my shepherd?” If not, 
would you like Him to be your shep- 
herd? ‘Then see verses 7 and 9. Just 
come to Him and ask Him to save you 
and keep you. 

A minister. traveling in the country 
in Scotland stopped to talk with a boy 
taking care of sheep. He told the boy 
about the Lord Jesus, the Good Shep- 
herd, who loved him and cared for him 
—as he cared for his sheep—and died 
for him. He showed the boy how to 
say, “The Lord is my shepherd,” touch- 
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ing each finger of his left hand with his 
right for each one of the words, but 
for the fourth word, “my,” grasping the 
fourth finger with his right hand. The 
next summer when the minister came 
through the country again, he stopped 
to see the boy. He was told that during 
the winter the boy and his flock had 
been caught in a bad snowstorm, and 
the boy had gotten lost and frozen to 
death. When he was found, his right 
hand was folded tight around the fourth 
finger of his left hand. The minister 
knew the boy had died saying, “The 
Lord is my shepherd.” ; 

‘The feed the Lord Jesus’ sheep need is 
found in His Book, the Bible. We have 
two pastures this week, John 10 and 11. 
If you wish to divide them into seven 
fields, one for each day of the week, 
here are the fences: 10:1-10; vs, 11-21; 
vs, 22-42; 11:1-16; vs. 17-27; vs. 28-45; vs. 
46-57. : 

Are you helping .to bring in “other 
sheep”? (v. 16.) You might tell the 
story of the Scottish boy, and how he 
trusted the Good Shepherd even till 
death, to someone who does not go to 
church and Sunday school. If you told 
a different person every day this week, 


‘how many would hear, through you, 


about the Lord Jesus? 


Orono, MAINE. 
5 4 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Story Jesus Told 
(John 16:1-5) 


SHEEP or a lamb is our picture for 
today. _ 

Jesus has many beautiful names: He 
is the Light of the world, the Resurrec- 
tion and the Life, the Bread of Life, 
the Rose of Sharon, and the Lily of the 
valley; but no name is more lovely than 
the Good Shepherd. Littlé children love 
that name because they learn that favor- 
ite Twenty-third Psalm, which begins, 
“The Lord is my shepherd.” Can you 
say it together? It fits right in here. 

The Lord Jesus Christ so often 
preached to the people about some com- 
mon thing that they had all seen. In 
this lesson, He spoke of the sheepfold. 
Theirs was a land of flocks and herds. 
They knew about shepherds. They had 
seen the folds, with high walls and a 
doorway, but no door. : 

They needed no door, because when 
the sheep were all in, the shepherd him- 
self laid down across the doorway, and 
he was the door. No wild animal could 


reach them without killing the shepherd, 
and he was watching, and fought them 
off. So‘the shepherd was both shepherd 
and door. 

Sometimes several shepherds put their 
flocks together in one fold. In the morn- 
ing, each shepherd called his own sheep, 
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and they knew his voice and followed 
him out. They would not go with any 
other ‘shepherd, for they did not, know 
his voice. 

When the shepherd had called them 
out of the fold, he went before them, 
and they followed him. We don’t do 
that in this country very often, for, our 
flacks are larger and shepherds have 
trained dogs who drive and herd the 
sheep, and the shepherd follows them. 
But in Oriental lands, the shepherd still 
leads his flock. 

The Lord Jesus told them, “I am the 
good shepherd: the good shepherd ~ 
giveth his life for the sheep.” Our Good 
Shepherd has given His life on Calvary’s 
cross for His sheep. 

Again He said, “I am the door of the 
sheep.” We have seen how the shep- 
herd was also the door into the fold. 
Only by passing him could anyone enter 
the fold. The Lord Jesus Christ is the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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[Is this a question you have been 
asking? The answer one of Ameti- 
ca’s prominent pastors and Bible 
teachers* gives is, “For five years 
I studied the Bible with no textbook 
other than Dr. James M. Gray's 
Synthetic Bible Studies.” 
Moody Correspondence School 
offers you this same practical course 
of Bible study by Dr. Gray in 54 
systematic lessons, to hie completed 
at your own pace.’ 
God uses men and women who have 
a thorough knowledge of His Word. 
Don’ t delay God’s plan for your life 
by postponing your Bible training 
- + - enroll now in a Moody cor- 
respondence course . nd your 
‘spare time in profitable Bible study. 
*Name furnished upun request, 
SOME HELPFUL 
BIBLE COURSES OFFERED 
® Synthetic Bible Study—$12.00 
® introductory Bible—$4.00 
® Scofield Bible Course—$20.00 
® Scripture Truth Course—$4.00 
® Doctrines of the Christian Faith 
$12.00 
® Panorama of the Ages—$5.00 
® Mountain Peaks of Prophecy — 
$5.00 
® Scripture Memorizing for Suc- 
'  ¢essful Soul-Winning—$5.00 
(if ten or more enroll as a class, the cost is 
cut in half.) 
For further information write to 
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door. Only through Him can anyone’ 


enter into eternal life. 

He said anyone climbing into the fold 
over the wall, or any other way but by 
the door, was a thief and a robber. Any- 
one preaching any other way into 
Heaven than through the blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is a thief and a rob- 
ber, but the Lord’s sheep will not hear 
them nor follow them, because they 
known their own Shepherd’s voice. . The 
Lord Jesus said, “I am the good shep- 
herd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine.” 

Jesus told another story once of a 
shepherd who had one hundred sheep, 
and one night when he brought them 
into the fold, one sheep was missing. 
He counted them—there were just 
ninety-nine sheep. Maybe the missing 
one was only Snowball, that worthless 
little silly lamb who was always running 
away and getting into trouble, but the 
shepherd left the ninety-nine in the 
fold, and went out and hunted till he 
found the lost sheep, and carried it into 
the fold. 

That is what the Lord Jesus Christ 
does for us. How naughty we are some- 
times, and we get out of His will and 
do all sorts of silly things, but He seeks 
after us, and brings us back into His 
fold. He is a loving, tender shepherd. 
If you are one of the Good Shepherd’s 
little lambs, He will hold you fast and 
keep you safe. If you have never fol- 
lowed His voice, won’t you listen to it 
today, and follow Him, and come into 
His fold, where He will keep you safe 
forever? 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 


F A sod and Explsining the conditions i Hy — 1 — 


ustrations are accepted may 
the Times for 10 cents. 1 is paid for aon 
illustration accepted, and for the best one. 
Illustrations must Ly ol ne Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Tilustration Round 
Tables.”’ erence is given to illustrations 
on the pees lesson text. Because of — 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

An Assertion, Not a Petition—I am 
the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep (John 10: 
11, Golden Text). We have been so 
long accustomed to thinking of prayer 
as a process by which we ask God for 
good gifts, that we have not realized its 
power as an expression of appropriat- 
ing faith. The Twenty-third Psalm does 
not open with a petition, but with an 
assertion. David did not begin his 
prayer with the plea, “O Lord, be my 
shepherd, for I am going to be in need 
of a good deal,” but with the confident 
and positive declaration, “The Lord is 
my shepherd; I shall not want.” This 
is not a request that his condition shall 
be considered, and that God shall have 
mercy upon him, but it is a calm asser- 
tion of his confidence that nothing he 
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shall actually need will be lacking — 
all his necessities will be (in fact, are) 
provided for.—From Dr. Roy L. Smith, in 
“The Lord Is My Shepherd.” Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


Doubly Marked.—And the sheep fol- 
low him: for they know his voice (John 
10:4). Someone has said, “Christ’s sheep 
are marked in the ear and the foot; they 
hear His voice and they follow Him.”— 
From the Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Murray, Nebr. Prize illustration, 


The Door.—I am the door (John 10:9). 


A traveler once, when skies were rose 
and gold 

With Syrian sunset, paused beside the fold 

Where an Arabian shepherd housed his 
flock; 

Only a circling wall of rotigh, gray rock — 

No door, no gate, but just an opening wide 

Enough for snowy, huddling sheep to come 


inside. 

“So,” questioned he, “then no wild beasts 
you dread?” 

“Ah, yes, the wolf is near,” the shepherd 
said. 


“But” —strange and sweet the words 
divine of yore 
Fell on his startled ear: “I am the door! 
When skies are sown with stars, and I 
may trace 
The velvet shadows in this narrow space, 
I lay me down. No silly sheep may go 
Without the fold but I, the shepherd, 
know. 
Nor need my cherished flock close- 
sheltered, warm, 
Fear ravening wolf, save o’er my prostrate 
form.” 
O word of Christ — illumined evermore 
For us, His timid sheep — “I am the Door !” 
—Selected, from Religious Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va.; 
and B. M. Dobbin, Murray, Nebr. 


God’s Book of Life.—I am come that 
they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly (John 
10:10). Robert Ripley of “Believe It or 
Not” fame*is responsible for the state- 
ment that General Von Clausewitz “has 
caused more loss of life than any other 
man in history.” He wrote a-book in 
1810 entitled: “Principles of War” which 
has been used as a textbook for 130 
years by the German military machine. 
Eternity alone will reveal how many 
miliions of lives have been lost because 
of the inspiration furnished by that 
book! By way of contrast, it is esti- 
mated that the Apostlé John has caused 
more persons to receive Life than any 
other man in history. He wrote a Book 
in the first century which is entitled 
“The Gospel According to John.” Writ- 
ing under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit the Book is filled with ways to 
have life, and the right kind of life at 
that.—From Now. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brcuklyn, N. Y. 


A Cripple’s Prayer.—I know my sheep, 
attd am known of mine (John 10:14). 
Haruna was just a Mohammedan boy 
in a village where a Gospel lighthouse 
had been established. As a small child 
he had fallen into the fire and burned 
his foot. The foot became infected, and 
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after many years of suffering, Haruna 
was a cripple. One day he found Jesus 
as his Saviour. His greatest ambition 
after he had found Jesus was that his 
dear mother might be saved. One day 
his mother heard him praying, and in 
his prayers he said, “O God, save my 
mother. May she follow her lamb, who 
is in the arms of the Good Shepherd, 
like a mother sheep, crying after her 
little lamb who has been picked up by 
the shepherd, will follow the lamb and 
the shepherd”—and the mother fol- 
lowed.—From “The Glory of the Impos- 
sible,” by Albert D. Helser. Sent by E. 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


ue 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 129) 
1. The Door and the Shepherd. 


2. The “door” speaks of access (John 14: 
6) and the “shepherd” speaks of care (Psa. 
23). 


3. Their exclusiveness. Hé is not one of 
many doors, nor one of many shepherds, 
but the Door, the Good Shepherd, and sq on. 
This is “the narrowness of truth.” (See 
Acts 4:12.) 


4. As “the door of the sheep’’ He contrasts 
Himself with “the thief”; as “the good 
shepherd” He contrasts Himself with “the 
hireling.” 


5. Salvation, scope, sustenance (v. 9). 


6. The life abundant which the sheep en- 
joy, in verse 10, is purchased by the yield- 
ing up of the life of the Shepherd, in verse 
11, 


7. (a) Jesus is the Shepherd; (b) the 
sheep are His own, given Him by the Father; 
(c) He cares for the sheep; (d) He stands 
for the sheep, even unto death. 


8. Similar to that existing between Him 
and the Father. “I am the Shepherd the 
lovely one, and I know mine and mine 
know Me, even as the Father knows Me and 
I know the Father” (vs. 14, 15, Gr.). 


9. (a) The Gentiles; (b) it ought to be 
“one flock,” the whole body of the re- 
deemed. 

10. Divine sovereignty and filial obedience. 

WHeaton, ILL. 
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The Monk Who Lived Again 
(Continued from page 127) 


monastery for three years, observing the 
rules of holy poverty, holy chastity, and 
holy obedience. 


Then, at the completion of those three 
years, I was approved for Solemn Re- 
ligious Profession, the greatest event in 
the whole Order of the Dominican Mon- 
astery. Ata fixed day, a great religious 
festivity of the church, I was taken to 


- the main altar. When the preliminaries 


were over and the sermon of the occa- 
sion was delivered, the high officers of 
the church being present, the Superior 
ordered me to lie down on the floor in 
front of the altar. I was covered with 
flowers in the presence of several thou- 
sand people and the Superior pro- 
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nounced the sacred words, signifying my 
dying to the world and living for the 
church and the monastery and the de- 
fense of the faith. 


I will never forget the deep impres- 
sion that this ceremony left in my mind. 
I felt as if I had been transported in 
an ecstasy. J could hardly believe that 
I was the subject of all this great serv- 
ice and ceremony. 


From the time that I entered the mon- 
astery, I was dedicated to study. The 
regulations of the Dominican Order read 
that if a Dominican friar forgets to study 
eight hours a day, he commits “mortal 
sin.” Who would like to be guilty of 
that terrible sin? More than eight hours 
a day were spent in studies, such as 
Theology, by St. Thomas Aquinas, in 
which we memorized every chapter of 
his twelve volumes written in Latin. 
Only those of us who were approved, 
after serious and hard tests, as having 
earned a degree, were entitled to study 
directly in the Summa Theologica of 
Thomas Aquinas. 


Day after day, with the same routine, 
the same spiritual practices, the same 
studies, the observances of the solemn 
vows of holy poverty, holy chastity, holy 
obedience, without knowing what was 
going on outside of the walls of the 
monastery, with no news, and no -vis- 
itors, we had no contact with the outside 
world. Even the letters sent by our par- 
ents had to be read by the Superior. If 
there was anything in the ‘letter that 
would bring memories or the slightest 
suggestion of the world, we would not 
receive the letter. We had to have per- 
mission for every letter written to our 
parents, and submit it to the Superior. 
He was to judge if the letter should be 
sent out. If we ever were found con- 
versing with any occasional visitor to 
the monastery, 6r even with our own 
companions outside of two hours in 
twenty-four, we would have to suffer 
physical punishment. Our’ minds, 
thoughts, views, and feelings were ahso- 
lutely regulated by the Superiors. We 
were not allowed to have our own ideas 
or defend any: individual point of view. 
Conformity with the Superior’s mind in 
everything was obligatory; otherwise we 
would pe severely punished, and we 
would not be far from excommunication. 


(To be continued) 
we. 


Dr. Pettingill’s Itinerary 


Feb. 2-27.—Phoenix, Ariz. 

Mar. 2-9.—Calvary Independent Church, Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Mar. 12-16.—Faith Bible and Missionary 
Church, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Mar. 18-27.—Hour of Morning Worship 
Broadcast, Waterloo, Iowa. 

The permanent mailing address for Dr. 
William L. Pettingill is 1709 N. Scott St., 
Wilmington 25, Del. 
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Do you find it hard to witness to your Roman Catho- 
lic friends? Then you need this invaluable aid 


METHODS OF WITNESSING TO 
ROMAN CATHOLICS 


By J. H. Cardes; foreword by Dr. H. A. Ironside. “ 
large attractive 2 color cover. 35c single 

3 for $1. Profitable discount to booksellers. 

today from 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





. LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 23. A PROPHET WITHOUT HONOR ~ | 
Mark 6: 1-13 (Supplementary Reading: Matthew 13:54-58, 9:35 to 11:1; Luke 9:1-6) 
Golden Text.—And they went out, and preached that men should repent.—Mark 6:12 


Kinc James VERSION 
Mark 6:1 And he went out from thence, and came into his 
own country; and his disciples follow him. 
2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in 
the synagogué: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, 
From whence hath this‘man these things? and what wisdom is 


this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are 


wrought by his hands? 

3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of 
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters 
here with us? And they were offended at him. ‘ 

4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, 
but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own 
house. 


5*And ine could there do no mighty work, save that he laid 


: 


7 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them 
forth by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 

8 And commanded them that they should take nothing for their 
journey, save a stai¥ only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their 
purse: ~ 

9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats. 

10 And he said unto them, In what place soever’ ye enter into 
an house, there abide till ye depart from that place. 

11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when 
ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testi- 
mony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more 
tolerable for Sodom and.Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than 
for that city. \ 

12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 

13 And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many 
that were sick, and healed them. 


his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 
6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went 


round about the villages, teaching. 


The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
introduction to the Lesson 


UR lesson falls into two parts: 
O (1) our Lord’s visit to Nazareth, 


and (2) the sending forth of the 
twelve apostles. 


Despite the fact that He had been de- 
liberately rejected — not to say ejected 
—by the people of Nazareth, He re- 
turned, bringing the twelve disciples 
with Him. 


Into their synagogue He entered and 
taught them with such wisdom that they 
were astonished. They knew Him and 
knew by name all those related to,Him 
according to the flesh. And this knowl- 
edge they allowed to blind them as to 
His being the Son of God. " 


He marveled because of their unbe- 
lief, and was. hindered from doing 
mighty works in their midst. He went 
around the villages teaching, and then 
sent out the twelve apostles on their 
first preaching tour. 


The Lesson in Detail 


Mark 6:1.—“And he . . . came into his 
own country; and his disciples follow 
him.” Chrysostom said, “Bethlehem 
bare Him, Nazareth nurtured Him, 
Capernaum had Him continuously as 
inhabitant.” What grace on His part 
to revisit a place which about a year 
before decidedly rejected Him! How 
true it is that “God speaketh once, yea 
twice, yet man perceiveth it not.” 

“Disciple” really means “follower.” 
Here the twelve followers follow Him. 
They had left all, to follow Him whither- 
soever He went. Christ has need today, 
as of yore, of followers who will follow 
Him (John 21: 20-22). 

Verse 2—“And when the sabbath day 
was come, he began to teach in the 
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synagogue: and many hearing him were 
astonished.” The wonder of the people 
of Nazareth and Jerusalem (John 7:15) 
as to how He knew His letters proves that 
He had not been educated in any school. 
They wondered at His wisdom, yet they 
refused to recognize His deity. 


Verse 3.—“Is not this the carpenter, 
the son of Mary, the brother of James, 
and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and 
are not his sisters here with us? And 
they were offended at him.” According 
to the custom of the Jews, even the 
rabbis learned some handicraft. One 
of their proverbs was that “he who 
taught not his son a trade, taught him 
to be a thief.” 


The people of Nazareth fully believed’ 


in Christ’s humanity. He had lived in 
their midst for thirty years. They knew 
His mother, and His mother’s children 
(Psa. 69:8); but now they were “of- 
fended” or scandalized in Him. They 
missed the blessing which He mentioned 
when He said, “Blessed is he, whosoever 
shall not be offended in me” (Matt 
11:6). 


Verse 4—“But Jesus said unto them, 
‘A prophet is not without honour, but 
in his own country, and among his own 
kin, and in his own house.” If anyone 
had occasion to be “offended” it was 
the Lord Jesus — not the people of Naz- 
areth. For He was God’s prophet (Deut. 
18:18, 19), and He graciously taught 
them; and they were “astonished” at the 
character of His words and deeds, yet 
refused to believe on Him. : 

It seemed too much for them to be- 
lieve that David’s greater Son and Lord 
should be a carpenter! Oh, that they 
had eyes-to see that the humiliation of 
the Lord Jesus Christ was a greater 
manifestation of His divine character 
than that of a glorious King ever could 
have been! 


Verse 5.—“And he could there do no 
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mighty work, save that he laid his hands 
upon a few sick folk, and healed them.” 
Unbelief is a most powerful .hindrance. 
Think of the Lord of life and glory, the 
creator and upholder of the universe, 
unable to do a mighty work in Naza- 
reth — not because of physical reasons, 
but because of unbelief. 

Unbelief makes God a liar (1 John: 5: 
10). Is it any ‘wonder then that the 
Scriptures say, “He that believeth not 
shall be damned” (Mark 16:16), and “He 
that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him”? (John 3:36; see also Rev. 21:8.) 


Verse 6.—“And he marvelled because 
of their unbelief. And he went round 
about the villages, teaching.” Twice in 
the Scriptures it is stated that the Lord 
marveled. He marveled at the great 
faith of the centurion, which overcame 
in its grandeur, all human hindrances 
(Luke 7:9). And here he marvels at 
the great lack of faith which hindered 
Him in His mighty work. We never 
read of His returning to Nazareth again! 

Verse 7—“‘And he called ... the 
twelve, and began to send them forth 
by two and two; and gave them power 
over unclean spirits.’ What a mani- 
festation of His deity is given us in this 
verse! He not only possessed divine 
power Himself, but He was able to com- 
municate power to twelve others over 
demons ! 

The twofold purpose of the disciples’ 
call is given in Mark 3:14: (1) “that 
they should be with him” and (2) “that 
he might send them forth to preach.” 
They have been “with him” all this 
while, listening to His teaching and be- 
holding His mighty works. They have 
seen how faith secures blessings and 
how unbelief withholds it. They are 
now ready to be sent forth. 


Verse 8.—“And commanded them that 
they should take nothing for their jour- 
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ney, save a staff only.” The series of 
negatives: “take nothing . .. no scrip 
{a stnall bag, see 1 Sam. 17: 40], no bread, 
no money” would serve a double pur. 
pose. It would remind the apostles that 
they were the representatives of Him 
who had nothing in this world; and it 
would be a test of Israel’s reception and 
ministrations to His servants. 


Verse 11—“And whosoever shall not 
receive you, nor hear you, when ye de- 
part thence, shake off the dust under 
your feet for a testimony against them.” 
For instances of carrying out this com- 
mand, see Acts 13:51 and Acts 18:6. The 
action must be regarded as symbolical 
of a complete cessation of all fellowship, 
and a renunciation of all further re- 
sponsibility. 

Verses 12, 13—“‘And-they went out, 
and preached that men should repent.” 
Their mission was to the “lost sheep of 
the house of Israel,” hence their mes- 
sage was the Gospel of the Kingdom. They 
were forbidden to go to Gentiles (Matt. 
10:5, 6). 

The fuller message of “the gospel of 
the grace of God” (Acts 20:24) to all 
nations of necessity could not be given 
until after Calvary. The substance of 
the message of His messengers today is 
Christ’s death for our sins, His burial, 
His resurrection, His ascension, His ex- 
altation, and His promised return. Those 
who believe this Gospel of His glory are 
saved, while those who persist in disbe- 
lieving it shall perish. 


Outline of the Lesson 


Because the Lord Jesus marveled at 
the unbelief of the people of Nazareth, 
this would be an ideal place for an out- 
line on the development of faith. 

No faith (Deut. 32:20) 
Little faith (Matt. 14:31) 
Weak faith (Rom. 14:1) 
Growing faith (2 Thess. 1:3) 
Great faith (Matt. 8:10) 
Strong faith (Rom. 4:20) 
Unfeigned faith (2 Tim. 1:5) 
Precious faith @ Pet. 1:1) 


Pointers 


“It is true that the Lords full of good- 
ness and patience, sent seventy disciples 
again before His face when He: went 
up to Jerusalem at the end of His 
career upon earth, and these were to 
preach the gospel. But as to the prin- 
ciple of the mission, that which we find 
in Mark was the last testimony given 
to Israel before the judgment of the 
nation. This was to be a last appeal to 
the conscience and heart of the people, 
in order that it might receive the Savior 
and repent and turn to God and escape 
the terrible judgment that awaited it; 
and that there might be at least a fem- 
nant which, moved by the powerful 
word of God, might return to God to 
enjoy His goodness in the Savior, and 
a better hope than Judaism had been 
able to give them.”—J. N. Darby. 

The Gospel of Christ preached at pres- 
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Last Week's Lesson 
7. February 16.—The Touch of Faith. 
, Mark 5:25-34 
(Supplementary Reading: Matthew 
9:18-26; Luke 8:41-56; Mark 5:21- 
24, 35-43.) 


Next Week's Lesson 


9. March 2.—Peter’s Confession. 
Mark 8:27 to 9:1 
(Supplementary Reading: Matthew 
16:13-28; Luke 9:18-27; John 6: 
68, 69.) 








ent is the last call for sinners to be 
saved to become part of the Bride of 
the Lamb, and the last warning before 
the great tribulation (Acts 15:14-18). 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Marian Bishop Bower 


HERE have we the first record of the 
rejection of the Lord by His home 
town, Nazareth? 


2. What had the people of Nazareth tried 
to do at their first rejection of the Lord 
Jesus? ‘ 


3. What does unbelief do to the power 
of God in His works of grace, love, and 
mercy? 

4. Even the brothers and sisters of the 
Lord did not at first believe in Him. Which 
two later became leaders in the church? 


5. For what three purposes did the Lord 
send out His disciples? 


6. Why were the Twelve sent forth two 


by two? 


7. Why were the disciples commanded to 
abide in one place until they had finished 
their mission in that particular town? 


8. What was the implication of the omis- 
sion of Joseph’s name in verse 33? Did it 
indicate that the people of Nazareth had 
come to believe in the miraculous virgin 
birth of the Lord? 


9. What is the only answer to the ques- 
tions of the unbelievers: “Whence hath 
this man these things? and what wisdom is 
this which is given unto him?” 


(Answers on page 137) 
we 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
“His Discretes Fottow Him” 


FrotLowine Christ is not a figure of 
speech; it is an expensive adventure, 
but in order to enable His followers to 
meet the expense, He provides sufficient 
resources (Phil. 4:19). Are you willing 
to follow in these ways? 

“Into his own country” (Mark 6:1). 
Christ knew it would be hard to speak 
with’ His family and neighbors. He 
knew they would be “astonished” and 
“offended,” but for these reasons He was 
not going to deny them the privilege 
of hearing His message of God’s love. 
Could you follow Him in witnessing in 
hard places? 


“Teach in the synagogue” (v. 2). 
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Neighbors had watched the devout 
habits of the boy Jesus as He “increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man,” so it was not sur- 
prising to see Him in the synagogue. 
What did surprise them was that instead 
of listening to the rabbis as they them- 
selves were doing, He “began to teach.” 
Christ’s time was short, and He must 
not only receive inspiration in the house 
of God, but He must stir people to 
greater faith and more enthusiasm for 
service. Are you following Him into 
the house of God both to receive bless- 
ing and to be a blessing? 


“Without honour” (v. 4). Christ was 
willing to be rejected by scoffers in or- 
der to bring sincere, humble believers 
into an abundant and eternal life. It 
was not Jesus, the human man whom 
His countrymen rejected; it was Christ, 
the Son of God. Those who had seen 
Him had seen the Father because He 
revealed the Father. Are you willing 
to follow the Lord “without honour,” 
if necessary, in order to let “Christ... 
be magnified” in your body? 


“No mighty work ...a few sick folk” 
(v. 5). To Christ, who loves individuals, 
“a few sick folk” were more important 
than “mighty work” which would have 
brought impersonal, curious crowds to 
His side. Are you willing to follow 
Christ by doing insignificant little things 
that only a “few” will notice? 

As people watch you follow the Lord, 
they may ask as they did of Him: 


“From.whence hath?” Christ's desire 
to serve the Father was inherent. When 
you truly ‘are born again, the desire to 
serve God is born in you, but only as, 
you yield to God’s will can your life 
bear much fruit (Luke 2:49; John 15: 
5-8). 


“What wisdom .. such mighty 
works?” All of God’s vast wisdom and 
power were available to Christ when 
a need arose. He was drawing upon 
divine resources which He has promised 
also to you and me (Matt. 28:20; Phil. 
4:19). 


“Is not this the carpenter?” Christ 
was more than a carpenter; He was the 
Son of God. A child of God can rise 
into heavenly places above any job, 
Through an occupation you can con- 
tribute to the world’s welfare as you 
earn a living; through Christian service 
you can help to build the Kingdom of 
God as you glorify Him by leading 
others to Him (1 Cor..10:31; John 4:34). 


“Are not his sisters ... with us?” 
Christ’s family, like some sisters and 
brothers of God’s people today, were 
following “a form of godliness,” but were 
not wholly dedicated to the Lord. 
Things of this world absorbed so much 
of their attention that neighbors could 
not understand how one from the same 
family could be so different (Matt. 10: 
35-37). Oneness with God made Christ 
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different, and this is His desire for you 
(John 17:22, 23). 

Watch the disciples as they followed 
Christ’s instructions (vs. 7-13). They 
went where He sent them; were equip- 
ped as He directed; said and did what 
He advised. Pollowing Christ was, to 
them, a glad experience in dynamic, sac- 
rificial service and _ spiritual victory 
(Luke 9:23; 22:35). 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
ve 


Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


APPROACH 

OHN came to the Sunday school 

which had just been started in his 
community. He was put into the Junior 
clacs, and there he accepted Christ as 
his Saviour. The big boys who lived 
in thet community drank and gambled 
and did many bad things. They tried 
to make all-the younger boys stop go- 
ing. to. Sunday school. But John did 
not stop. He. knew that the Lord Jesus 
had died for him, and so he could not 
turn awey from the Lord. John was 
the only Christian in his family, and 
as he grew older he was often the only 
boy in his class at Sunday school. The 
young men of the community made fun 
of him. Even his own family made fun 
of him. They called him a sissy and a 
goody-goody ‘and all sorts of things. But 
John kept right on coming to Sunday 
school and. trying to follow the Lord. 

Now John is:grown up. He has a fine 
Christian wife and a dear little family 
of his own. He is now a: Sunday school 
teacher, himself.. What-about the boys 
who made fun of him? One of them 
was sent to the reform school. Another 
is already a miserable drunkard. John 
does not live in that community now. 
But not long_ago we met a woman who 
does live there, still. She is not a Chris- 
tian, but: she said, “John is the finest 
boy we ever raised in our community. 
Everybody knows that.” 

Mary, read verse 4 in our lesson today. 
John found that was true, didn’t he? 
Now find 1 Samuel 2:30.° John is finding 
that true, too. We may: be persecuted 
for being Christians now, but -if we 
keep on honoring God, the day is surely 
coming when He will honor us. 

THe LEsson 

Did you know that the Lord Jesus 
Himself was not honored in His. own 
home or in His own city? In what city 
did the Lord Jesus grow up? In today’s 
lesson He is back in Nazareth again. 

On the Sabbath Day the Lord went 
into the synagogue there and taught the 
people.. Those who heard Him were 
astonished at His wisdom, but they did 
not believe in Him. Instead they were 
offended. They said: “We know His 
father and mother and brothers and sis- 
ters., How can He be anyone. great?” 
They did not realize at all that He was 
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God as well as men. They should have 
known something about that because of 
His wonderful life in Nazareth. No one 
in that city could tell one wrong thing 
the Lord Jesus had ever said or done, 
because He did no sin. They had heard 
about the miracles He had done in other 
cities, but still they did not believe in 
Him. Because of this He did not do 
many miracles in Nazareth. 

Did you know that the people of Naz- 
areth once tried to push the Lord Jesus 
down from a‘steep hill because they did 
not like His preaching? You can read 
about that in Luke 4. 

The people of Nazareth should have 
been the very first to believe in Christ. 
Instead of that they cast Him cut. But 
those. same people are all going to get 
down on their knees before the Lord 
and every one of them will say, “Christ 
is Lord” (Phil. 2:10, 11). 

CoNCLUSION 

Every knee shall bow fo Him. Peo- 
ple. who are saved bow before Him now. 
Others: will not own Christ now, but 
the day is surely coming when they will 
bow to Christ, and their tongues will 
confess that He is Lord. Then it will 
be too late to be saved.. When are you 
going to bow before Him? Now, when 
it means salvation, or after it is too 
late? 

ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 

When the Lord Jesus is crowned His 
faithful ones will share in His honor. 
Those who were unfaithful will hang 
their heads in shame. In which group 
do you think John will.be? In which 
group will you be? 

' FEernDALe, WasH. 
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The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 
. By Opal-Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and--Scripture: - 
What Repent Means (Mark 6:1-13) 


ODAY—what. do. you’ think! — 

we're. going to march with music 
and banners! And when, two or three 
weeks from now, we get our march song 
well learned, Mr. Superintendent. is go- 
ing to let us march into Sunday school 
in front of everybody and sing it. Won't 
that be fine? 

You. see, today’s story is about the 
Lord Jesus Christ sending His disciples 
out to help-do His work. He sent them 
two by two just like people often march. 

Who knows what “disciples” means? 
Yes, friends of Jesus, friends who learn 
from Him and work fot Him. Are we 
disciples of the Lord Jesus, you and I? 

And what do you ‘think was the work 
the Lord Jesus wanted His disciples to 
do? To make sick people well and to 
tell everybody the Lord Jesus Christ 
can save from sin. 

Now how many disciples were there; 
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and what were their names? We'll an- 
swer those questions by’ singing our 
march song. Here it is.on the black- 
board. Shall I read it first? 

There were twelve disciples 

Jesus called to help Him, 

Simon Peter, Andrew, 

James, his brother John; 

Philip, Thomas, Matthew, 

James, the son of Alphzeus, 

Thaddzus, Simon, Judas, 

And Bartholomew. 


Chorus 

He has called us, too, 
«He has called us, too, 

We are His disciples, 

I am one and you; 

(Repeat first three lines) 

We His work must do. 

(Tune, “Bringing in the Sheaves.”’) 

White Miss Harris plays the piano, 
we'll sing it, softly at first, and then 
louder. Now shall we try marching 
two by two as we sing? (If Primary 
quarters are limited, let children pre- 
tend to’magch by keeping time with feet: 
Have them point to self and others in 
the fourth line of chorus. Time spent 
memorizing this song will give the chil- 
dren a great Christian truth as well as 
the disciples’ names.) © 

Let’s look now at our Memory Verse. 
It is Mark 6:12—see?—I have it 
marked in my Bible. I'll read it, then 
we'll say it together — “They went out, 
and preached that men should repent.” 

So “repent” is the word we must write 
on our marching banner. Treasure 
Chest, have you got sticks and paper 
so we can make banners today? Oh, 
yes, I see them. 

(For sticks, get plant supports from 
florist or straight slender boughs from 
trees. And use yellow typewriter paper 
for long, three-cornered banners. Have 
children pass these with crayons.) 

Now before we print “repent,” can 
anyone tell me’what the word means? 
Yes, to be sorry for our sins. How 
sorry? ; 

Billy went visiting in the country one 
summer day and filled his pockets with 
green apples. Mother had told him not 
to eat them, but he did. Soon he be- 
gan to have ‘a stomachache. His face 
was all screwéd up with pain — like this. 
Billy was sorry he ate the apples ‘but 
he still-~had his pockets full, (whisper 
this) so that when he felt better, he 
could eat more apples. Did he really 
repent? 

No, not till he threw away the green 
apples. To repent means to be sorry 
enough to stop: Let’s all say together 
what repent’ means. Now we'll print 
the word. (Spell it slowly.) 

Who remembers what Jesus told us 
in last Sunday’s Memory Verse? It was, 
“Fear not, only—” That’s it— “believe” 
(Mark 5:36, R.V.). i 

So let us turn over the banners and 
print “Believe” on the other side. Re- 
pent and Believe are two things which 
help us come to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Shall we bow our heads and ask God 
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to help us remember these two words 
always? 

Now we'll glue the banners to the 
sticks and wave them high in the air 
as We march and sing again. 


ForESTVILLE, N. Y. 


Illustrating the Lesson 


the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson,: and should 
not be cli from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of th 
Beete the “hotel sabaitied on eech’ lessap. tc 
four illustrations. 

It Broke Him Down—And they went 
out, and preached that men should re- 
pent (Mark 6:12, Golden Text). Dr. 
Evans, when a student at Moody Bible 
Institute, began talking to a man at the 
Pacific. Garden Mission, about his soul. 
The man argued: “I do not believe the 
Bible. I am an atheist.” Evans repeated 
one verse, “Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish.” The fellow scoffed, 
“I told you I didn’t believe it.” Again 
Evans quoted, “Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish.” The man 
exasperatingly uttered, “You disgusting 
fellow, what is the use of telling me 
that?” Again Evans repeated the verse. 
In anger, the man struck Dr. Evans be- 
tween the eyes with his fist, sending 
the Bible one way and Evans the other. 
God gave him grace. He got up and 
said, “My friend, God loves you, and 
‘except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” The next night that man was 
in the mission before the meeting began. 
He confessed: “I could not sleep. All 
over the wall I read, ‘Except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish.’ I saw it 
on my pillow. When I got up I saw, 
‘Except ye repent,’ at the breakfast table; 
and all through the day it was before 
me. I have come back to settle it.”— 
From Gospel Herald. Sent by Mrs. Rob- 
ert Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 


The Greatest Thrill Refused.—And 
they. were offended at-him (Mark 6:3). 
The other day a young soldier about my 
own age came up to me and said, “Say, 
fella, where can a guy have a good time 
tonight?” . I asked him what he meant 
by a good time, and he answered, “Oh, 
you know—a lot of wild women and 
stuff!” I told him I knew a Man who 
could give him the greatest thrill he 
had ever had. He looked up eagerly 
and asked, “Who? What’s his name?” 
“He is the Lord Jesus Christ who died 
for you, and arose and is living today 
to satisfy your heart.” He listened, but 
walked away disappointed. Christ could 
have given him a heart-thrill that would 
last; but he refused it.—From the Vis- 
itor. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 
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America’s Coolness Toward Moody.— 
A prophet is not without honour, but 
in his own country, and among his own 
kin, and in his own house (Mark 6:4). 
As a rule the churches that were finan- 
cially poor were easy of access, but for 
obvious reasons we desired admission 
to the wealthier churches, and this was 
a vexed problem. Mr. Moody had no 
credentials to show that he had credit- 
ably passed the examinations of a the- 
ological school, nor could he show that 
the hands of some ecclesiastical con- 
clave had been placed upon him in ordi- 
nation; and without these evidences of 
fitness it was often as difficult to find 
open doors for him as it is to find em- 
ployment in a closed shop without a 
union card. He had a large circle of 
friends loyal to the core, but up to 1873, 
when he and Mr. Sankey left for their 
memorable campaign across the water, 
his name was seldom mentioned in the 
press except in derision’ and scorn. In 
his absence God made good to him His 
declaration: “Them that honour me I 
will honour.” On -his return, after an 
absence of three years, his name was 
reverently proclaimed to the four winds 
of heaven and sounded to the remotest 
corner of the earth. The conquests of 
this humble ambassador were -now 
shapen in epigram, heralded in song, 
blazoned through the press, and deeply 
engraven in the hearts of his people. 
But he was obliged to win his spurs in 
another than his homeland.—From Elder 
J. M. Hitchcock of the Moody Church. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 


He Couldn’t Be Fooled.—And he mar- 
veled because of their unbelief (Mark 
6:6). The Public Ledger of Philadelphia 
reported the experience of an eighty- 
three-year-old inmate of a county in- 
firmary, who, having been sixty-one years 
in that institution, had just made the 
second visit of his lifetime to the county 
seat. He was given his first ride in a 
streetcar, and in.an automobile, and then 
was shown a motion picture. When 
assured that he was merely looking at 
a series of photographs projected on a 
screen, he waxed derisive. “They do it all 
back there behind that screen somehow,” 
he chuckled. “You can’t fool Mme,” he said 
sagely. This self-assured complacentigno- 
rance seems both ludicrous and pathetic. 
How infinitely more pathetic must seem 
to God the blind, complacent ignorance 
of the man who says you “can’t fool” 
him into supposing that the Word of 
God is true, and that Jesus Christ is 
God, and that He died for our sins, and 
rose,’ and is coming again. Many a 
brilliant university professor today who 
smiles at the news reports of the old 
man who knew better than to believe in 
motion pictures is congratulating him- 
self in not’ being “fooled” by the state- 
ments in the Bible about his own lost 
condition and Christ Jesus as the only 
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Saviour—From The Sunday School 
Times.. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


Nothing — but God.—Take nothing for 
their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, 
no bread, no money (Mark 6:8). 

No purse, 

No scrip, 

No shoes to wear. 
What will they do? 
How will they faré? 
No purse — no pride; 
No scrip—no care; 
But God — and all things everywhere. 
—From Beatrice Cleland. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are of page 135) 

1. In Luke 4:16-30. 

2. They had tried to put Him to déath 
(Luke 4:29). . 

3. It limits it (cf. Psa. 78:41). 

4. James, who wrote the Epistle of James 
and who became an elder in the church at 
yg oe (Acts. 15); and Juda or Judas. 

e writer of the Epistle of Jude. : 

5. They were sent out to preach, to heal 
sicknesses, and to cast out demons (Mark 
3:14, 15). 

6. They went by twos, doubtless, that 
they might have companionship and that 
they might advise each other. 

7. They were not going out on a round of 
visits, to be entertained, spending their 
time in eating and ‘drinking. They had a 
work and a ministry to perform. 

8. It implies only that Joseph had died. 
He is not mentioned in the later history 
of the Lord. 

9. The only answer—and this they re- 
jected in spite of their reasoning —is that 
He is the Christ, God incarnate. 


West CoLiincswoop, N. J. 
we 


Fundamental Programs ; 
for the World Day of Prayer 


OR the fifth consecutive year, the 

American Council of Christian 
Churches has prepared a program for 
use on the World Day of Prayer, the 
first Friday in Lent, February 21. Wil- 
liam Harllee Bordeaux, General Secre- 
tary, writes: 

This program attempts to offer a sug- 
gestive worship service of dignity worthy 
of precious Christian convictions com- 
bined with a happy flexibility and refresh- 
ing informality. In the use of this pro- 
gram, one has the satisfaction of knowing 
it has been prepared by those wholly 
loyal to the redemptive facts of the 
Christian faith, who send it forth with a 
prayer that its use may draw,thousands 
nearer to our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and bring glory to God. 

Orders may be sent now to the Amer- 
ican Council of Christian Churches at 
15 Park Row, New York 7, N. Y. 

Another program is being prepared 
this year by the Minnesota branch of the 
National Association of Evangelicals. 
Wm. H. Lee Spratt, Executive Secretary 
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Dulles Theological Seminary 
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pro oon theological course for col - 
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Serving Your Colored Neighbors 
Negroes are at the crossroads. Are 
Biblé teaching or do nothing while 
Communists win their tool? 
Prayer Helpers Wanted. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Box3 Atlanta, Georgia 











What Will Bring Revival? 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 

lent presentation. 
25 cents, postpaid 
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of the Minnesota area, writes that the 
manual of worship is entitled, “God's 
Call to America!” He’ continues: 
Thoroughly Scriptural and evangelical 
throughout, designed for Bible-believing 
Christians, and easily adapted to any 
local situation. Hymns and Scripture 
portions printed in full. With every per- 
son in attehdance having a copy of this 
booklet, the program will run smoothly 
and effectively throughout the day. ° 
Sample copies may be obtained from 
and orders sent to Mr. Wm. H. Lee 
Spratt; Executive Secretary, Minnesota 
Area National Assogiation of Evangeli- 


‘cals, 622 Andrus Bldg., 512 Nicollet Ave., 


Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
w 


Wade C. Smith's Engagements 


R. WADE C. SMITH has engage- 

ments for evangelistic services in 
and near Jamestown, N. Y., and Western 
Pennsylvania during April and’ May; 
also in New Jersey and the Philadel- 
phia area for next October and Novem- 
ber. Tomes readers who have followed 
his lesson articles and the doings of the 
Little Jetts will thus have a good oppor- 
tunity to hear. him and meet him per- 
sonally and see him do some of his 
skillful drawing. 

Communications should be addressed 
directly to Mr. Smith at his present 
home address, 1030 Katherine St., Au- 
gusta, Ga. 





S. D. Gordon's 
Finnish Gold Story” 


F ANY Tres readers have or know of 
copies of S. D. Gordon’s “Finnish Gold 
Story,” will they please communicate 
with Mrs. S. D. Gordon, 714 North Hilton 
St., Baltimore 29, Md. Mrs. Gordon 
would like to buy copies of this story as 
her husband told it, 
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The popular “Sunshine Line” 
The friendly, warm ard meaningful 

“Sunshine Line” greeting cards, the elegance of their 
beautiful designs, the inspiration of their well- 
chosen Scripture texts, their manifest quality, make 
them the favorite among Christian people. 

New Creations in Box Assortments 
Fourteen superb 10c and 15c folders for only $1.00. 
Get-Well, Birthday, S 
ship folders in the 
Order from your church publishing house or religious supply decle 


No.. 56 All-Occasion folders with. Scripture texts, $1.00 
No. 560 All-Occasion folders withoft Scripture texts, 1.00 
No. 7% Birthday folders with Scripture texts, 1.00 
No. 760 Birthday folders without Scripture texts, 1.00 


WARNER PRESS PRODUCTS 
To be sure it is the right card, send a “Sunshine Line” greeting 


sentiments of 


pathy, Baby, and Friend- 
-Occasion box. 
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Are the Psalins for Us? 


(Continued .from second page) 


nent quotations from the New Testament, 
will bring comfort and encouragement 
to all who have found strength and 
peace in the Psalms. And what Chris- 
tian has not quieted his fears with such 
sublime words as, “The Lord is my shep- 
herd; I shall not want. . . . “God is 
our refuge and strength, a very pres- 
ent help in trouble. ...” “He that 
dwelleth in the secret place of the most 
Higni shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty .°. .”? Shall these be taken 
from us? Surely not! 


According to a table in the Compan- 
ion Biuie (Appendix 63), there are over 
eighty quotations from the Psalms, or 
adaptations of words from the Psalms, 
in the New Testament. When the Lord 
Jesus walked and talked with the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus, “be- 
ginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expounded unto them in all the serip- 
tures the things concerning himself”; 
and later, when He appeared to the dis- 
ciples in~Jerusalem, He said: »“These 
are the words which I spake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled, which were written in 
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning me” (Luke 
24:27, 44). Two other.New Testament 
passages give us good reason for app 
ing the Old Testament, including 
Psalms, to ourselves: “For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were writ- 
ten for our learning, that we. through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). “Now 
all these things happened unto them 
for ensamples: and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come” (1 Cor. 10:11). 

It has been.well said that all Scrip- 
ture is for us, but not all Scripture is 
about us. That is, there are historical 
and prophetical passages that apply pri- 
marily to God’s chosen people, the Jews. 
But even these contain abundant lessons 
for us. Some have difficulty using the 
imprecatory Psalms, but as we read these 
we may think of our spiritual enemies, 
instead of the literal enemies that Da- 
vid had in mind when he wrote them. 
The writer has found new comfort in 
the Psalms just recently, though he has 
read them over and over for many 
years. -In passing through times of 
severe trial, he has learned that many 
of the Psalms could be turned into real 
prayers which exactly fitted his case. 


To come back to Dr. Bonar’s obser- 
vations, it is well to remember that he 
and his brother Andrew, and Robert 
Murray McCheyne, and other minister 
frieras of theirs in the early nineteenth 
century were keenly interested in the 
study of prophecy relating to the sec- 
ond coming of Christ and the Jews and 
their land. Some of these men took a 
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trip through Bible lands in the inter- 
est of Jewish evangelization, and wrote 
iNuminating and heart-warming letters 
telling of their experiences. 


Your Easter Program in 1947 


T IS not too early to begin thinking 

about the program your Sunday 
school will use this Easter. Easter will 
come on April 6, and the time for prep- 
aration will soon slip away if you do not 
plan well in advance. 

Mary Brainerd Smith, a writer well 
known to SunpAay Scuoot TImMeEs readers, 
has prepared a new Easter service en- 
titled, “The Easter Command.” It is 
made up of responsive readings from 
the Scriptures, special hymns to be used 
to familiar tunes, verse recitations for 
the various departments, and the like. 
This Easter service will not appear in 
the pages of Tue Sunpay Scuoo.t TIMEs, 
but is made available in separate leaf- 
let form for the convenience of Tres 
readers. 

Leaflets are now available, and the cost 
is 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the 1947 Easter 
service, Please be sure, in making your 
remittance, to give your mailing address 
and stgte the number of copies you de- 
sire, “ 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 23 


3. When Nations Apply the Golden Rule 
(Mic. 4:1-5) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


WO questions will present them- 

selves when we consider carefully 
the topic for this week’s prayer meet- 
ing. One is, Can nations today, in any 
general way, apply the Golden Rule? 
The second is, If the Golden Rule can 
not be put into practice generally to- 
day, when will it be possible? 

To answer the first question, we may 
study carefully the negotiations that 
have been going on since World War 
II to set up -some sort of organization 
among the nations of the world that will 
serve as a clearing house for disputes, 
provide a basis for co-operation and bet- 
ter understanding, and insure world 
peace. Many sincere statesmen have 
been spending much time and effort in 
setting up such an organization and have 
made some progress. Their efforts are 
laudable, but they have made clear one 
fact, that nations are not yet ready to 
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put aside their own interests in order 
that the interests of other nations may 
be given pre-eminence. It hag likewise 
been clear that many nations fear to 
take some of the steps that are essen- 
tial to world peace because they realize 
that they would then be at the mercy of 
lawless or unprincipled nations, .when- 
ever those nations might choose to dis- 
card peace treaties or agreements and 
seek to dominate the world. 


The fact should not be lost sight of 
that there have been instances in inter- 
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commission on new trade. 
FRANK B. DANZEISEN Hatfield, Pa. 
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Montano. Hiss 


READ THE THRILLING LIFE STORY OF 


DR. WALTER M. MONTANO 
in Dr. B. H. Pearson’s absorbing book. . . 


THE MONK WHO LIVED AGAIN — 


You will be thrilled as you read this amazing life story of Dr. 


escape from a American monas- 


pecta 
tery holds you spellbound. You will be inspired as the author 
unfolds the miraculous I 


wer of Christ to transform men’s lives. 


You ein oe ga y Maeaees as \ se pars the prog- 
ress that is being made in bringing the pel message to our 
Latin American neighbors. Dr. Montano has been called the “St. 
Paul of Latin America.” The “Monk” is a story of tremendous 


dramatic power. 
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e sick 
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PPP III III DDO DPA national affairs where some nations have 
Fl treated other nations in accord with the 

ags principles of the Golden Rule, and there 
will undoubtedly be other instances. 
But it must also be recognized as God’s 
Word holds out no hope that this prac- 
tice will become general among the 
nations of the world, or that it will 
usher in an era of universal peace and 
world brotherhood. 


The second question brought to mind 
by our topic is answered by the Scrip- 
ture portion that has been chosen for 
our consideration. The prophet Micah, 
looking down the reaches of time, saw 
a day in which all the nations of the 
earth will turn their war industries into 
agricultural pursuits; when there will 
be no such thing as military training; 
when there will be economic security 
for all; and when all men will seek to 
know and) to do God’s will 

Several unmistakable conditions char- 
acterize this time of: universal peace and 
prosperity. It will come, Micah tells 
us, when the “mountain of the house of 
the Lord shall be established in the top 
of the mountains, and . . . shall be ex- 
alted above the hills” (v. 1). A moun- 
tain in Scripture is a symbol of a king- 


dom. The “mountain of the house of 
SCRIPTURE PRESS Chicago 10, Ul. the Lord” speaks of Israel as a great 
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kingdom, rising in importance and power 
above all of the other kingdoms of the 
earth. Never before has Israel existed 
as such a kingdom, but Daniel also tells 
that the day is coming when it will. 
It will come when the Lord Jesus Him- 
self, to whom will be given the throne 
of His Father David (Luke 1:32), is the 
King reigning in person. . 


4 
Two great reasons are seen in this 


passage from Micah’s prophecy as to 


why this earthly reign of the Lord Jesus 
will be one of peace and co-operation 
among the nations of the earth. In the 
first place, many nations will say, “Come, 
and lot us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, and to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths” (v. 2). 
Today the nations of the earth are walk- 
ing in their own ways. Officially, great 
nations are not looking to God for direc- 
tion and guidance, consequently He can- 
not teach them His ways, and how to 
walk in His paths. A change of heart 
is necessary before the peoples of this 
earth will want to follow in God’s ways, 
and be taught of Him. 


The second reason for peace and co- 
operation among the nations in the com- 
ing day that Micah foretold is that the 
law will go ‘forth from Zion. There will 
be a central government of whfch the 
Lord Jesus Himself will be the head (v. 
2), and He will judge righteously and 
impartially among the nations of the 
earth (v. 3). 

Then, and only then, will it be safe 
to beat the swords into plowshares, and 
spears into pruninghooks. Man’s heart 
is such, naturally, that it needs to be 
restrained from evil. That restraint 
must come either through a voluntary 
submission to the direction and .control 
of the Lord Jesus, or by force. Since 
men today will not follow God’s way, 
resort to force must be made to keep 
lawless and unprincipled ‘nations in 
check, and the use of such force will 
have to be employed, by one means 
or another, until the Prince of Peace 
comes to set up His righteous gov- 
ernment. 


But, meanwhile, is there nothing you 
and I can do? Few of us will have -op- 
portunity to effect nations, but each of 
us may affect individuals by bringing 
them into touch with the Lord Jesus, 
who alone can change their hearts, and 
cause them to want to apply the Golden 
Rule in their relationships with others. 
God’s Word does not promise us that 
the world will ‘be converted by this 
means, but He does promise a blessing 
to all who will win‘ others for the Lord 
Jesus, and thus bring about an increase 
in His influence and conttot & in individual 
human hearts. 


PHILADELPHIA. 














Lesson for February 23 
Children at Home 


I. Rich Little Poor Boy 
By Sereah E. Loucks 


WN, more than a mile and a half 

down into the deep, dark earth, 
every day went Malliah, a miner work- 
ing in one of the richest of South India’s 
gold fields. Twinkling electric bulbs, 
lighting up the dim, dangerous pits and 
passageways of the mines, revealed 
specks of gleaming gold in the dull, gray 
rocks. 


In the evenings, Malliah often talked 
to Jazabai his wife, and to their eleven- 
year-old son Bardo about the hard work 
done by the miners, and of the serious 
dangers they faced, while loosening the 
gold-flecked ore from the huge walls 
of solid rock down in those mines. “But,” 
he would add, “this is worth all our 
work and risk, for it pays the mine 
owners millions of rupees (about $9,733,- 
000) in gold every year. And it also 
provides a living for thousands of us 
miners.” 

Bardo, listening with greedy ears, was 
interested in hearing about only the 
great wealth of the gold fields, and 
boasted that some day he was going to 
own a lot of shares in the mines. “I’ve 
got it all fixed up,” he declared, “so’s I 
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won’t have to work hard for them, 
either.” 

“Nay, my son, you're talking foolish 
talk. Things that are worth having are 
worth working for,” his father would 
tell him. Then Bardo would break in 
with exciting tales of the big fellows in 
the Wolf Pack who never worked, yet 
always had plenty of money .and good 
times, too. 

“You keep away from that rowdy, 
thieving gang,” warned Malliah. “Wasted 
lives like theirs lead to disappointment 
and a bitter end. So, if it’s good times 
you’re after, just put those silly, get- 
rieh-quick-and-easy notions out of your 
head, and make up your mind ‘to earn 
your. good times by doing honest work.” 
But Bardo, trusting that Lakshmi, the 
Hindu goddess of wealth, was going to 
make him rick without his having to 
work, laughed at his father’s advice, 
and continued to worship her above all 
the millions of India’s other gods. 

It was late in the afternoon of the 
annual festival held in honor of Lakshmi. 
Following Hindu custom, Bardo plan- 
ned to set a tiny, lighted lamp adrift in 
the river that evening, believing that 
to those whose lamps remained lighted 
for a long. time, Lakshmi would send 
wealth; to those whose lights went out 


‘quickly, she would send poverty. 


Suddenly, as Bardo impatiently waited 
for darkness to fall, eagerly expecting 
his goddess to promise him good for- 
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tune, there came a heavy, rumbling 
sound from the mines. The earth trem- 
bled. Instantly signals shrieked an 
alarm. Bardo and his mother knew 


what this meant: somewhere, down in 
the darkness of the mines, massive, gold- 
flecked walls had caved in. Could this 
be in the section where Malliah was 
working? If so— 

With hundreds of other relatives of 
the workmen, Bardo and his mother 
waited for news; waited far into the 
night until, at length, Malliah’s lifeless 
body was brought up out of the mines. 
The young idol-worshiping boy needed 
no false goddess to foretell his fortune 
now, for the wages his mother receive.’ 
for her all-day job as sweeper (clean- 
ing) woman at the Gold Field Hospita! 
were far too small to feed herself and 
him. 

Lonely, neglected, and half starved, 
Bardo was glad to accept the invitation 
of Motilal, a neighbor’s boy, who asked 
him to come along with him to the Mis- 
sion Food Center, promising him a good 
time, and something to eat there every 
day, “all for nothing.” It was a small, 
one-room building, nearly hidden among 
a group of mango treés on an’ American 
compound, near the gold fields, to which 
Motilal took ‘Bardo. 

Squatted, India fashion, on the floor, 
with three dozen other boys and girls, 
Bardo listened in scornful unbelief while 
Memsahib Lovell, as the children called 
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their missionary teacher, told of the 
Jesus God who, though He was rich, yet 
for their sakes became poor; how He 
left His heavenly Home, where the gates 
of His city are pearls, and the streets 
of pure gold; how He was born in a 
lowly manger bed; and then, how He 
bore the punishment for the sins of the 
whole world, by dying on a cruel cross 
between two thieves. “All this,” she 
explained, “He did because of His won- 
derful love for you, and for everybody.” 

But how could Bardo, with his great 
greed for gold, believe it possible that 
love for people could be stronger than 
love for gold! He scoffed at such teach- 
ings, and continued coming to the class 
only because of the porridge that was 
served after Bible Hour. And one morn- 
ing when his teacher urged him to take 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his God and 
Saviour he refused. “My god is a god 
of wealth,” he haughtily told her. “Some 
day,” he went on, “she’s going to make 
me rich; she’s going to give me a lot 
of shares in the gold fields, and plenty of 
good times, too.” 

“My boy,” his teacher answered, 
“Lakshmi does not own those gold mines. 
Jesus God owns them, and it’s not 
Lakshmi, but gold that is your g 

“Well, gold is a good enough god for 
me,” retorted Bardo. 

“If you knew Jesus, you would not 
say that. Before I knew there was gold 
in that dingy gray ore from the mines, 
what do you suppose I — about 


the ore?” 


“That it was no good?” 

“Exactly. But your father .. .?” 

“My father knew about the gold in it, 
and he—he died getting it.” 

“That is the way it is with the things 
of Christ, Bardo. Only those who ac- 
cept our Saviour can possibly know 
about, and obtain the riches— the mar- 
velous spiritual riches — He has\in store 
for those who love Him. My boy, turn 
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away from your worship of gold, and 
accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour. Will you?” 

For an instant Bardo hesitated. Then, 
slowly shaking his head, like the rich 
yoyng man in the Bible, he “turned 
away sorrowful.” Ah, little did this 
money-loving, pleasure-seeking boy re- 
alize through what dark and dangerous 
ways he was to pass because of that 
decision ! 

(To be continued) 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sanday School Lesson Committee. 


February 17 to 23 
Mon.—Zachariah 11:4-14. 
Faithful and False Shepherds. 
Prayee® Succestions: “Feed the flock 
.. . their own shepherds pity them 
not.” False and true shepherds, like 
tares and wheat, will continue to the 
end of this age. Only by their fruits 
can you know “the angels of the . 
churches” from false ministers who have 
transformed themselves into angels of 
light. We know them by the fruit of 
their lips and the fruit of their works. 
The fruit of the wicked tendeth to sin. 
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of 
life. The greatest blessing any church 
can have is a faithful minister; and the 
greatest calamity is a false shepherd. 
Pray that God will raise up faithful 
shepherds for His people. 
Tues.—Luke 2:8-20. 
Jesus Welcomed by Shepherds. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.” God’s most astounding message 
to sinners was made’ known and en- 
trusted te common people. Do not. de- 
spise preachers of the common class. 
They still are God’s first choice for the 
proclamation of His Gospel. (See 1 
Cor. 1:26-28.) Pray that the power of 
Christ may rest upon every humble 
minister in your community. 


Wed.—John 10:7-18. Jesus the Good’ Shepherd. 

PraYver Succestions: “I am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his 
life for the sheep.” Christ stood between 
“His own” and all the powers of dark- 
ness. The very men to whom He then 
spoke were Satan’s picked agents to 
crush the Church Christ was building 
out of men who had His Spirit.. For 
them, in that conflict with Satan and 
for their protection and preservation He 
gave His life. With each one of these 
original members of Christ’s Church we, 
too, can say, He “loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” He died and lives 











Lesson for February 23 


The Sunday School Gines 


President and Editor 
Pamir E. Howarp, JR. 
Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 
Secretary and Treasurer 
D. T. RicHMAN 
Associate Editor 
Joun W. LANE, JR. 
Correspondence Editor: EMILY D. SmITH 
Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FREE, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest GorDoN, 
Survey, editorials, and reviews. + 


Advertising Manager: Rosert H. BLoom 








‘ Former President 
Puitie E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors i 
H. Cray TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
Cuartes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
five years, $8.75; five or more copies to 
same or separate addresses,, $1.75 each. 
Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








again that we may never die and ever- 


live with Him. Pray for more love to 
your bleeding Redeemer. 
Thurs.—John 10:24-39. 
Jesus A d of Blasphemy. 
Prayer Succestions: “Say ye of him, 
whom the Father hath sanctified, and 
sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; 
because I said, I am the Son of God? 
If I do not the works of my Father, be- 
lieve me not.” The Jews thought Jesus 
was only a man. They refused to be- 
lieve He was God manifest ‘in flesh. But 
when they look on Him whom they have 
pierced they will believe. (See Isa. 25: 
9.) Many today reject Christ because 
of the same kind of unbelief. Christ 
fails to come up to their thought of 
‘Him and so they reject Him as Saviour. 
Pray that God will open the blind eyes 
of many who ignorantly reject Christ. 
_ Fri—Mark 6:30-34. 
Multitudes Without a Shepherd. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus, when he 
came out, saw much people, and was 
moved with compassion toward them, 
because they were as sheep not having 
a shepherd.” Look at multitudes 
through the eyes of the Lord Jesus. 
Feel for them with His compassionate 
heart. The Holy Spirit can take these 
things of Christ and show them unto you. 
Without this you will not have that 
Christian compassion that makes ‘you 
pity folks and strive to minister to them. 
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Pray for the shepherdless souls in your FOR SALE: A well-established Christian book 


community. * store. An unusual unity for 
. Christian service, and business. Kev. Peter F. 
Sat.—1 Peter 5:1-7. Shepherding the, Church. Wall, owner. 1337 Fourth’ Street, Santa Monica, Calif. 
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the flock.” These God-given directions 
are for all the undershepherds of Christ. 
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mind are stated here by inspired Peter. Something new and different. Souvenir 
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Shepherd appears, That day should be , : 
kept in mind every day. Pray for your 
pastor. 
Sun.—Psalm 23. God Our Shepherd. 

Prayer Succestions: “The Lord is my 
shepherd.” If you can claim God as your 
God, you can also count upon His ten- 
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HEBREW CHRISTIANS IN- MISERY TODAY! 


Read in these letters of sad conditions in Europe. 
Dr. and Mrs. S., refugees whom we supported in Eng- 
land, have just returned to their native Austria. Mrs. S. 
Writes of the terrible conditions in that land: “Poverty 
and suffering meet you everywhere. People are listless 
and ‘weak “and sway when walking along the roads. The 
need and Uistress of the Hebrew Christians who have been 
persecuted and humiliated for so long are beyond words. 
Some of them are survivors of Nazi concentration camps, 
in bad health, without a home of their own. Most of them, 
just have the clothes they are standing up in. Mothers 
carry children in their arms because they have no shoes. 
Spiritually they are completely broken and without hope.” 
We have. sent food and clothing for the starving in 
Austria. A grateful Hebrew Christian in Vienna writes: 
“Yesterday one food parcel for my mother and one for 
myself arrived from America. I cannot tell you with 
_ =a how much joy we opened the parcels. The happiness of 
my mother and my fatherless children is indescribable.” 
Our ministry of relief and witness in the name of Christ (Matt. 25:35-40) has 
been broadened to include Germany, Austria, Hungary, Roumania, Jugoslavia, and 
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($5 bolance due in 30 days), which includes a one yeor FREE 
subscription to Sunday Magazine. | understand, if | am not 
satisfied within 30 days, this will be-refunded in full. 


t am interested in the following courses .. . send me full 
information at once. 

() Beginning Christian Writer 

() Christian Workers Journalism 

(L] Christian Fiction Writing 
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